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Boro's housing prices reach record highs 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Real-estate prices in Brooklyn 
are surging at Manhattan-like 
rates, with the borough’s average 
apartment going up by 35 percent 
last year, and units in some neigh- 
borhoods jumping by more than 
80 percent. 

And that’s good news for the 
owners of brownstones, townhous- 
es, co-ops and condos — but bad 
news for young people, Manhattan 
exiles and other Brooklyn wanna- 
bes who want to join the ranks of 
the landed gentry. 

“We don’t see any downward 
trend [in prices],” said Real Estate 
Board of New York President 
Steven Spinola, who journeyed to 
the Brooklyn Marriott this week to 
release his organization’s first-ever 
residential sales report for the bor- 
ough. 

“People want to live in Brook- 
lyn,” he added. 


homeowners’ dreams, chronicling 
the seemingly uninterrupted rise of 
apartment and townhouse prices in 
“the city.” 

But soaring real-estate values 


are a savior that isn’t afraid to 
walk on water to Brooklyn. Across 
the borough, co-op and condo 
prices went up 35 percent, while 
one- and two-family home prices 
rose 20.5 percent. 

But some neighborhoods did far 


Average sale price. Condos & Co-ops 
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better than that: 

• Apartment prices in Fort 
Greene went up 81.9 percent last 
year — and now average 
$456,000. The average price per 
square foot in the neighborhood 
was up 114 percent during the 
same period. 

• In DUMBO, the average — 
the AVERAGE — apartment now 
sells for $1,255 million, up from 
$987,000 the year before, an in- 
crease of 27 percent. 

• In Clinton Hill, an apartment 
typically now costs $349,000 — a 
31 -percent increase from the year 
before. 

• Apartment is Cobble Hill 
jumped 36 percent and now aver- 
age $753,000. 

• Single- and two-family homes 
are also off-the-charts in some 
neighborhoods. They went up 54 
percent (to an average of 
$1,293,000) in Boerum Hill, 28 
percent (now $2,722,000) in 
Brooklyn Heights, 82 percent (now 


$1,128,000) in Fort Greene, 51 
percent (now $760,000) in Clinton 
Hill, and 28 percent (now 
$1,341,000) in Park Slope. 

(Numbers for other popular 
neighborhoods such as Bay Ridge, 
Bensonhurst and Dyker Heights 
were not broken out from the bor- 
ough-wide statistics.) 

When Spinola read out the Fort 
Greene numbers at Tuesday’s 
breakfast briefing, real-estate agent 
Terry Robinson whooped — liter- 
ally, he whooped — with joy. 

“I love selling in Fort Greene,” 
he said. “Of course it’s surging be- 
cause it has beautiful houses, great 
proximity to trains and, yes, a 
Frank Gehry-designed stadium on 
the way.” 

Robinson said that a brownstone 
on Fort Greene Park that sold for 
$600,000 in 2000 would now go 
for $1.8 million — and have peo- 
ple fining up to pay it. 

Or course, not everyone was 
See BOOM on page 1 5 



How high will it go?: A tower rises along York Street in 
the site of the former Between the Bridges pub. 



Artist Erin Hudek plans to install her pink acrylic artwork on Valentine's Day on the hill at Washington and 
^ Prospect streets in DUMBO. The words "in Brooklyn" were inserted by The Brooklyn Papers. I 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The divorce rate still hovers around 50 per- 
cent, New York’s urban lifestyle remains just as 
alienating as ever and everyone is bundled up 
in thick clothing. Yet an intense investigation 
by The Brooklyn Papers allows us to report 
that the State of Love in the borough is strong 
(with a few notable exceptions). Here’s why: 

Statistics don’t lie 

In Brooklyn, there are 450,000 single guys and 630,000 
single women. With 1.4 women for every man in the bor- 
ough, Brooklyn’s hunks are enjoying happy hunting. And 
there’s obviously a whole lot of shaking going on, judging by 
the soaring rates of some sexually transmitted diseases here. 

Most-recent city stats show that chlamydia cases are up, 
while gonorrhea is down. So as they used to say on “Hill 
Street Blues,” let’s all be careful out there. — Susan Cosier 

Naughty fun 

The Pink Pussycat Boutique does not have any Valentine’s 
Day specials, but the pre- Valentine’s week is a good time for 
the seller of lingerie, sex toys and ointments. Brooklyn store 
employee Juan Baerga expects sales to “go through the roof’ 
on certain items, especially on toys that couples can use to- 
gether. He did not explain any further. — Cosier 

No Hollywood hookups 

Birds do it. Bees do it. And, in Brooklyn, even celebrities 
do it: move to the borough and find their bliss. 

Among the couples happily living in Brooklyn are “Broke- 
back Mountain” stars Heath Ledger and Michelle Williams, 
who, with their baby Matilda, show up just as often on Smith 
Street as they do on “celebrity-sighting” blogs. And while al- 
most every Hollywood married couple ends up moving to a 
sad little town called Splitsville, Jennifer Connolly and Paul 
Bettany are also going strong in Park Slope, where you can 
find them nuzzling their kids at the Tea Lounge. 

Even though they’re not raising kids, there are plenty of 
Brooklyn celebs who are giving birth: Jonathan Safran Foer 
(author of the best book of the past 50 years, “Everything is 
Illuminated”) and his wife Nicole Krauss (author of “The 
History of Love”) are still cranking out weighty tomes from 
their Park Slope lovenest. 

There is also buzz that actress Rachel Weisz and her fiance, 
director Darren Aronofsky, will move back to his stomping 
grounds, adding yet another famous pair to the Brooklyn 
scene. —Cosier 


Tusk, tusk 

While you plan your little Valentine’s Day trysts and 
match.com escapades, consider this: Love still eludes Ayveq, 
the randy walrus at the New York Aquarium in Coney Island. 
Ayveq’s licentiousness is well-documented — in fact, there 



Ayveq's got a lot of love to give — he just can't find any 
takers at the New York Aquarium in Coney Island. 


has been incessant press coverage of his near-constant masturba- 
tion — but only now can The Brooklyn Papers reveal the root 
cause of his insatiability: he’s living with three frigid females ! 

“He’s ready, but they’re just not up for it yet,” confirmed 
Aquarium spokeswoman Fran Hackett, who said that the fe- 
males Uupa, Nuka and Kulusiq are all around age 13 — too 
young in walrus years to do the submarine samba. 

And while Ayveq continues to take matters into his own flip- 
pers, Wendell the penquin has also been celibate. In Wendell’s 
case, the dry spell dates back to the death of his mate, Cass, 
about two years ago. 

Feel free to insert your own “Brokeback Mountain” joke here. 

“Yes, we had gay penguins before the Central Park Zoo did,” 
Hackett said. “But it’s sad because ever since Cass died, Wen- 
dell has been all alone.” 

He just couldn’t quit him. — Gersh Kuntzman 

See LOVE IN BROOKLYN on page 13 


Yassky's all white 

Black contributors to his congressional 
campaign are few and far between 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

As he campaigns to replace Rep. 
Major Owens in Congress, David 
Yassky does not fail to address 
the fact that he is the 
white candidate 
majority-black district 
and that he will faithfully 
represent all his con- 
stituents, black or white. 

But there’s one racial 
problem Yassky doesn’t bring 
up: blacks aren’t buying it. 

According to a line-by-line 
analysis of Yassky’s most-recent 
campaign finance filings, residents 
of so-called “black” portion of the 
11th congressional district are not 
tributing to Yassky’s campaign. 

Yassky has raised $557,000 for the 
race so far — the largest war chest of 
any Democratic congressional hopeful 
in the nation and nearly five times his 


nearest competitor, state Sen. Carl An- 
drews (D-Crown Heights). 

But of the astounding $354,516 he 
raised in the last quarter of 2005, only 
$2,125 — nine contributions — came 
from residents of the black 
part of the 11th congres- 
sional district. 

The district gerry- 
manders its way 
across central Brook- 
lyn to include a 
tiny portion of the 
Brooklyn Heights 
district Yassky rep- 
resents in the City 
Council. 

The fundraising 
numbers reveal that 
Yassky has filled 
less than one percent 
of his war chest from 
the part of the district that includes more 
than 61 percent of the population. 

During the same period, Andrews 
raised only $45,650 from 80 donors, but 


the plurality is from the black part of the 
district. 

For Yassky, the money is not the issue 
— a single contribution from Jonathan 
Tisch, or combined contributions from 
Cyrus Vance, Carl Weisbrod, Floyd 
Abrams and Nina Libeskind (yes, they 
all contributed to Yassky’s campaign), 
provide the same financial support as the 
nine contributors from the black part of 
the district. 

But in a district that was drawn to 
help elect an African-American, where 
Yassky takes great pains to outline why 
race shouldn’t matter, the bottom line 
can be drawn in black and white. 

The candidate said he was “not sur- 
prised” by the results of The Brooklyn 
Papers’ investigation. 

“The bulk of my support is from the 
people I represent in the Council now,” 
he said. “They know me and they know 
that I will work hard for the district in 
Congress.” 

Yassky attributed the lag in fundrais- 
See YASSKY on page 6 



Tower dentists know the drill 


R OOT CANAL patients 
and Novocaine junkies 
shuddered at the news 
last year that the Williams- 
burgh Bank Building — once 
home to 150 dentists, oral 
surgeons, hygienists and their 
victims — was being con- 
verted into luxury condos 
But this hard-bitten colum- 
nist has learned that the pain 
will finger on long after 
Brooklyn’s tallest building 
goes upscale. 

Sources said that more 
than a dozen dentists will be 
given new leases by the 
building’s owners, an invest- 
ment group that includes 
Magic Johnson, which 
bought the building last May. 

Since then, dentists have 
been fleeing the tower like kids 
from a periodontal exam. To- 
day, the hallways have a desert- 
ed, Barton Fink feel to them, 
what with all but a handful of 
practices closed tighter than a 
teenager’s mouth after his first 
experience with chewing to- 

It’s too bad, because the 
views of Manhattan from the 
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upper floors of this celebrated 
spire are so gorgeous that it’s 
worth getting simple chronic 
halitosis just to sit in a den- 
tist’s chair and watch the sun 
sinking over Staten Island. 

From its vantage point, near 
the intersection of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues, the Empire 
State Building stands out in the 
Midtown skyline like a tooth 
waiting to be pulled. 

“That’s what I’ll miss the 
most,” said Yakov Eisenberg, 
whose practice will be moved 
from the 13th floor to a space 
one story above street level. 

He would relocate his prac- 
tice were it not for the build- 
ing’s historic pull. 

“Everyone knows this as a 
dental building, and that’s a 
huge thing for getting pa- 
tients,” he said. “Most of all, 
the building was a symbol of 
quality and professionalism. 
You can’t buy that.” 



Dentist Harvey Moskowitz 
and the Williamsburgh 
Bank Building. 


E isenberg said he’d also 
miss the dental cama- 
raderie. No, he’s not 
talking about those leg- 
endary all-night ether parties, 
but the academic environ- 
ment that came from having 
so many specialists under 


one domed roof. 

“If you needed a consult on 
an X-ray, you could get a sec- 
ond, third and fourth opinion in 
an instant,” he said. “It was a 
university environment.” 
Another dentist, who re- 
quested anonymity because his 
new lease agreement hasn’t 
been inked yet, added that he 
wants to stay because the build- 
ing is “a part of the great histo- 
ty of dentistry.” 

“We survived when this 
neighborhood was almost de- 
stroyed by heroin in the 
1960s,” he said. “We’re not go- 
ing to leave now.” 

Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce President Ken Adams 
understands that feeling. 

“They branded the building, 
so naturally they want to stay,” 
he said. “People always won- 
der why all those dentists want- 
ed to be in the same place, but 
it offered them great economies 
of scale. If the X-ray machine 
repair man was in the building, 
he could fix a bunch of ma- 

And then get a quick 
cleaning on the house. 


©The Brooklyn Papers. Established 1978. Phone 718-834-9350. Celia Weintrob, Publisher (ext 104) • Gersh Kuntzman, Editor (ext 119) • Lisa J. Curtis, GO Brooklyn Editor (ext 131) • Vince DiMiceli, Senior Editor (ext 125) • Ed Weintrob, President (ext 105) 




FM; Irjfrrrn- 



The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


Hanhhp- Ouldvir Fan in 
£lppl Pr+pUftl 

Different activities daily 
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Our Camp 


• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 9 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


President’s Week 
Mini-Camp 

February 20-24, 2006 
5 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, Feb. 12, 2006 

stations at 12 and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


718-304-7868 

/v.parkslopedaycamp.c 


WHAT'S COOKING? 


At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills ar 
techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 





Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s Workshops 

Mosaics for Adults 

Tues,2/14 

Collage for Kids 

Wed, 2/1 5 

Silk Screening - 
Make Your Ouun T-shirt 

Wed, 2/1 5 

Oil Painting Miniatures 

Thur,2/16 

Beading for Teens 

Fri,2/17 

(Pre-registration r 

equired) 


ART FOR KilOS 


theartistrypr^I 

•After school programs •Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 
www.theartistryproject.com 
718-858-0217 
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Better Brooklyn Community Center 

Summer Enrichment Camp 2006 

academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + art + 
band + rockclimbing + horseback riding + bowling + 
nature + swimming + athletic sports + special events 

= a FUN learning experience 
for children from 4 to 15 years old! 


MUSIC 


PARK SLOPE WINDSOR TERRACE BAY RIDGE 
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Smartmom's sexy side 


T he only people 

Smaitmom knows who are 
having sex are her di- 
vorced and widowed friends. Be- 
tween Match.com, Nerve, and 
some of the other dating Web 
sites, there’s no shortage of the 
unattached and unencumbered ea- 
ger for a little hanky-panky. 

Perhaps Smartmom’s shades 
are rose-colored, but it seems 
the newly single are doing it in 
hot tubs and cars, on couches 
and coffee tables. Divorce may 
be tough on the kids, but joint 
custody is probably the best in- 
vention since the vibrator. 

Not so for old married couples 
like Smartmom and Hepcat (17 
years and counting — but who’s 
counting?). And it’s not because 
they don’t still feel the way they 
always have about each other. At 
least Smartmom does. 

In her book, Hepcat will al- 
ways be her handsome Califor- 
nia farm boy with the square 
chin and good-smelling ears. 
She still loves his big lanky 
frame and the way he lifts her 
up when they embrace just like 
he did when he literally swept 
her off her feet in front of Fanel- 
li’s on Prince Street on the night 
they met. 

But life with children is just 
not conducive to fooling around, 
let alone spending entire week- 
ends in bed eating organic dried 
figs or sipping Brooklyn Lager 
out of Smartmom’s Aersole stilet- 
tos. There’s just no time for that 
kind of amour anymore. 

First off, Hepcat and Smart- 
mom are busy with their careers, 
their kids, shifts at the Food Coop, 
and trying to motivate themselves 
to attend a Weight Watchers meet- 
ing at the Montauk Club. And 
when they’re not working, there 
are the time-consuming chores: 
nightly pasta preparation, sniffing 
Teen Spirit for drags, and trying 
to get OSFO in bed before “The 
O.C.” on Thursday nights. 


SMART 

mom 


rl 

By Louise Crawford | 


Home may be where the 
heart is, but it doesn’t do much 
for the organs further down the 

These days, Smartmom often 
falls asleep (in OSFO’s room) 
reading “A Series of Unfortu- 
nate Events.” And Hepcat likes 
to zone out in front of his com- 
puter reading Boing Boing and 
answering e-mail. 

Then there’s the noise factor 
— the proximity of children is a 
veritable cold shower. Besides, 
it can be traumatic for kids to 
hear their parents making love. 

Smartmom once heard her 
parents having sex and it took 
five years of Primal Scream 
therapy before she came to grips 

And finally, there’s Brown- 
stone Brooklyn’s version of 
“Not tonight, honey,” also 
known as the “Family Bed.” At- 
tachment parenting and “co- 
sleeping” is much more preva- 
lent than you’d think. 

Smartmom and Hepcat are 
certainly not like their friends, 
the Big Bedders, who actually 
bought a king-sized bed so there 
would be plenty of room for 
their two children. 

Then again, when OSFO was 
younger, it took months for 
Smartmom to convince her that 
she needed to sleep in her own 
bed. For years, OSFO was their 
little Berlin Wall blocking sexual 
reunification again and again. 
True, Smartmom and Hepcat 
were the ones who let her fall 
asleep in their bed night after 
night, too lazy to move her into 
her own room just five feet away. 

But the times they are a 


changin’. Smartmom 
is thrilled to report 
that OSFO, at 8, is 
regularly sleeping in 
her own cozy pink 
bedroom. As for Teen 
Spirit, Johnny Cash 
and Of Montreal are 
usually playing so 
loud on his iBook — and he’s 
so busy IM-ing his friends — he 
could probably care less about 
the goings on between his an- 
cient parents. Gross. 

S O THIS Valentine’s Day, 
Smartmom knows that 
the time is right for a 
romp with Hepcat. 

But how to make it happen? 
After all, is romance even attain- 
able in a bedroom cluttered with 
all those framed sonograms of 
OSFO and Teen Spirit, sweat- 
pants hanging off every chair and 
sheets that see more action in the 
dryer than on the bed? 

Smartmom brought it up with 
her married girlfriends, but found 
it was a touchy subject. For a 
bunch of hyper- verbal women, 
marital sex is one topic that is 
rarely broached. They can talk 
endlessly about first love, college 
promiscuity, and quickies in the 
coat room at Area back in the 
mid-1980s. But marital sex? 

“Children are the death of ro- 
mance. volunteered Mrs. Krav- 
itz, a good friend who lives a 
few blocks away. “It’s not that 
we’re uninterested. It’s not that 
we’re bored. My husband and I 
don’t get to be alone enough to- 
gether to be bored.” 

Another Slope mom, Tall and 
Lanky, told Smartmom, “We 
can’t just jump into it. We have 
to have time to connect in order 

Yes, it’s true. Sex, like so 
many other aspects of life in 
Park Slope, needs to be sched- 
uled well in advance. When her 
husband is interested, Mrs. 
Kravitz reports, he makes the 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


OPEN HOUSE: 6:30pm 
Tuesdays, Feb., 14, 21, 28 


"Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 


6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 


w.brooklynchildren.org 


Sacred Hearts & 
St. Stephen School 

Serving The Children Of 
South Brooklyn 



~Tr r — O pen 

11 Ongoing Registration 

Sun. Jan. 29th llam-lpm, Sun. Feb. 12th llam-lpm, 
& Mon. Feb. 13-Fri. Feb. 17th 9am-llam 


• Middle States Accredited 
• Experienced Teachers 
* Grades Pre-K 3 & 4 Year 01d-8th Grade 


If you are looking for a secure, nurturing positive school experience 

Call Us To Arrange For a Tour 

718 - 625-2267 

135 Summit Street • Brooklyn, New York • 11231 


bed, puts the dirty clothes away, 
and piles the kid’s toys in the 
hallway. 

For Tall and Lanky, the 
mornings sometimes work, “But 
it’s risky because you never 
know when the kids might pop 
in.” Says Mrs. Kravitz, “On 
birthdays and anniversaries, we 
just ship the kids off to grand- 
ma’s and get a room at a hotel in 


OPEN 
HOUSE 
WEDS. 
FEB. 15 


WE PROVIDE: 



t through exciting 

electives and perform 

ling arts 

• Weekly field trips to 1 

Fun and cultural venues 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

rtional Swim 

• Mature, experienced, 

and licensed staff 

who enjoy working w 

rith kids 

• A quality experience 

with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 

Choose from 2 - 8 weeks 1 

9:00am - 5:00pm 

Session #1 July 3-14 

Early Drop 8am 

Session #2 July 17-28 

Late Stay 6:00pm 

Session #3 July 31-Aug 1 1 1 

| Register before 3/15/06 

Session #4 Aug 14-25 


ACD, HRA, Transit 

vouchers accepted 

718-624-1992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


Eureka! Thanks to Mrs. 
Kravitz, Smartmom took mat- 
ters into her own hands and 
booked a room at the Brooklyn 
Marriott for some Valentine’s 
fun and frolic. Sure, Manhattan 
sounded nice, but if it’s in 
Brooklyn she can probably get 
Dumb Editor to foot the bill 
(Dumb Editor note: I’m dumb, 
but not that dumb.) 

With days to go, Smartmom 
is quite excited. She’s already 
purchased a tasteful organic cot- 
ton negligee from Diana Kane 
for the occasion — but she’s 
thinking of bringing along the 
kinky black fishnet tights she 
found on one of her secret runs 
to the Pink Pussycat on Fifth 
Avenue. (Can’t find it? It’s right 
across the street from the middle 
school.) 

Here’s the plan: On Tuesday 
night, Smartmom and Hepcat 
will meet at the cocktail lounge 
at the Marriott, where they’ll 
pretend to “meet cute.” Soon, 
she’ll be dangling the magnetic 
card to the hotel room and the 
rest (if all goes according to 
plan) will be histrionic. 

That is, if their cellphones 
don’t ring and they’re not called 
back to Third Street. Think of 
what fun they’ll have when they 
get to pretend that they’re para- 
mours, not parents: a chance to 
be together for a few hours, just 
the way it used to be. 

Louise Crawford also runs 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn." 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Childcare Available 


Maria's Home Daycare Center 

- from newborn to 5 year olds. 
Available 7am to 6pm, Mon thru 
Friday. Breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
and snacks served. Smoke free 

available. Fully bonded. City 
vouchers accepted. 1631 - 70th 
St., Brooklyn NY. (718) 360- 
7757, cell. (718) 236-1203, 
office. 


Babysitter for hire. 40 years 
experience. References avail- 
able. Infant to 4 yrs of age. 
Healthy food. Call Eileen Sunday 
- Friday. (718) 499-0084. 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

Bands available 

718-768-3804 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718 - 434-9697 9 
917 - 318-9092 


Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, Math & SAT 


Math Tutor Masters Degree 

(Regents) and college math (includ- 
ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very rea- 

Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). At my office 
in Park Slope or your home. 

Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 


Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 June 26th - August 11th 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Specialists in Supervised £ Instructional: 
ts© Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

oates: times * fees 

Session 1: June 26 - July 7th, Session 2: July 10th - July 21st Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session. 

Session 3: July 24th - Aug 4th, Session 4 (1 week only): Aug 7th - 1 1th Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per sessior 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 • Jewishrevolution@aol.com 

Checks made payable to Camp Gan Israel, 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Administration fee of $100 per child. Camp is closed July 4th and Aug. 3rd (Tisha B'Av) 

10% discount early bird registration before April 1st 



Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 




_P 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
; !p Exclusive outdoor facilities 

0 Indoor Gym facilities 


fl 2. 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
□ Spacious Classrooms 
.□■Enriched Curriculum 
;jZ|£aring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


Nature OmENTEd, PhysicAlly AcrivE 
OutcIoor, TraveUnq DAy Camp 

26 years of Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 

& 



DAiLy Trips to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or the beach. Weekly hikes 
through native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PI. 

FlExiblE SchEduU: 7, 4, 5 or 6 weeks. 
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Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



•Vaccinations 'Microchip Implants 
•Skin Disorders 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 
•House Calls 'Allergy Disorders 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

(718) 623-3999 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Win $50 
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Open: Tuesdays - Saturdays «br ItiMCH 
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OUT? 
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Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine • Acupressure 
Shiatsu • Qi Gon Massage • Foot Reflexology 

234 Court St. (near Baltic St.) 718-643-6892 


Loose 

Dentures?^ 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 


Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, y 

have the “Mini-Implant System” 

placed in less than two hours, 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


*ONLY $495 l Call today for your FI 

FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 


Limited Time Offer j 


www.oraldentalcare.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 

Man loses 
wallet - at 
security 
checkpoint 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s like the old “man walks into a bar” joke, updated in our 
post-9- 11 world. 

A71-year-old Staten Island man’s wallet was stolen after he went 
through a security checkpoint at a city building on Joralemon Street 
at around 2 pm on Feb. 3, police said. 

Before passing through the metal detector at the Department of 
Buildings, in the Municipal Building near Court Street, the man placed 
his wallet in a plastic container. He put his jacket and the container onto 
the scanner’s conveyer belt and stepped through the metal detector. 

But by the time he emerged from the body scan, his wallet had dis- 
appeared, and security guards — who presumably are there to not 
only screen visitors, but also make sure they don’t get robbed — 
couldn’t locate the billfold. 

The wallet held his New York driver’s license, three credit cards, 
gift cards for Sears and Fortunoff and other stores, valued at $450 
together, various health-care IDs and his Costco pass. 

Sneaker mug at knifepoint 

A thief held a knife to a youngster’s throat to steal sneakers and a 
cellphone on Jan. 31, police said. 

The thug came up behind the 14-year-old boy around 6 pm, near 
the comer of Schermerhom and Hoyt streets. He held his blade to 
the boy’s neck and demanded he turn over his cash. 

But the youngster, who had just come from a shopping excursion 
on Fulton Mall, said he had nothing left after blowing the bank on 
his new sneaks. So the thief settled for the shoes, plus the victim’s 
CD player and cellphone, and wandered away. 

iPod theft craze continues 

A trio of thieves tackled a man steps from his State Street home 
on Jan. 30 to steal his wallet and iPod, police said. 

The thugs jumped him from behind as he neared Court Street 
around 8:45 pm. They grabbed the goods from his pockets and ran 
off without hurting the 24-year-old victim, also taking credit cards, a 
New Jersey driver’s license, a Brooklyn Law School ID and $40. 

High-wire heist in jewelry store 

Robbers rapelled from the second floor into a Fulton Street jew- 
elry shop where they removed $450 in gold items before dawn on 
Feb. 2, police said. 

In a scene right out of a Hollywood blockbuster, the thieves climbed 
through a second-floor window and cut a hole in the wooden floor. They 
used a rope to lower themselves into the first-floor jewelry store, where 
they dismantled all three security cameras and grabbed the jewelry. 

A man arrived for work at 5 am to discover some 500 pieces of 
gold missing from the store, near Duffield Street. 

Man steals plumbing 

Police arrested a man for stealing four copper pipes and a valve 
from an Atlantic Avenue basement on Feb. 1 . 

The 37-year-old man faces burglary charges after the 10:35 am 
heist. A janitor in the building, near Bond Street, saw the suspect 
duck through a maintenance entrance and emerge with the hard- 
ware, police said. 

Police officer Daniel Bonilla, with the 76th Precinct, arrested the 
suspect and recovered the pipes and valve as evidence. 

Fast food franchise is sickened 

Robbers raided a Livingston Street fast-food franchise after it 
closed for the night on Jan. 30, police said. 

A man arrived for work around 4:40 am on Jan. 3 1 to find the se- 
curity gate damaged near the front of the franchise, near Bond Street. 

In the shop, the worker found two cash registers tom from the 
counter and smashed on the floor. A total of $600 was missing. 

Heights man is suicide 

A man jumped to his death on Pierrepont Street on Feb. 1 . 
Officers from the 84th Precinct discovered the body of the 65- 
year-old man in an alley behind a building between Hicks and Hen- 
ry streets. Paramedics transported the man to Long Island College 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 2:21 pm. 

Don’t leave a laptop in a Lincoln 

A man lost a three-month-old laptop to a robber when he left it 
on the floor of his car on Feb. 2, police said. 

The 43-year-old man parked his 2003 Lincoln on Atlantic Avenue, 
near Henry Street, around 1 pm. He left his HP laptop on the floor of the 
passenger side and left for five hours. During that time, someone 
snatched the computer — without doing damage to the car, police said. 

Cops hurt busting a pot-head 

Police are hunting for an 18-year-old pot smoker who injured two 
cops who were trying to arrest him for marijuna possession on Feb. 3. 

Cops were called to the the building, at 233 Sands St., just before 
midnight and collared the teen for trespassing and having the baggie in 
his pocket. But he fought back, and assaulted the officers, police said. 

One ended up with scrapes to his hands and knees while the oth- 
er fractured a vertebra in her back, police said. 

Police identified the teen as Donique Henegan, 5-foot-ll, 170 
pounds. Cops know his address, but have asked the public to call the 
anonymous hotline at 800-577-TIPS if they have any information. 

— with Gersh Kuntzman 
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13-year-old told: ‘I’ll shoot you’ 



POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A bike-riding thief threat- 
ened to shoot a youngster 
during a robbery just steps 
from the boy’s St. Johns 
Place home on Feb. 1 rob- 
bery, police said. 

The mugger peddled up be- 
hind the 13-year-old as the 
boy approached his home, be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues, around 4:40 pm. “Give 
me your money or I’ll shoot 
you,” the thief insisted. 


The boy complied, empty- 
ing his pockets for the robber, 
who rode away. His total 
haul? Forty-six cents. 

Police are searching for a 
black boy, around age 16, 5- 
foot-10 and 160 pounds, 
dressed in a blue sweatshirt. 

Wife stabbed 

A marital spat turned vi- 
olent when a man repeatedly 
stabbed his estranged wife in 
their Sunset Park apartment 
Jan. 27, police said. 

Paramedics arrived shortly 
before 10 pm to find the 41- 


year-old woman bleeding heav- 
ily. Her husband, 35, also had 
cuts to his hands and arms. 
Both were taken from the 
home, near the comer of Sunset 
Terrace, to Lutheran Medical 
Center, but the wife was admit- 
ted in critical condition. 

The husband was arrested. 

Detectives from the 72nd Pre- 
cinct learned from the victim’s 
brother the couple had been 


having difficulties and that the 
husband had moved out. 

The brother-in-law was also 
charged after cops found the 
knife in his apartment, police 

Hangs self 

A young man hanged him- 
self with a scarf in a 56th Street 
building on Jan. 26, police said. 

Cops found Norberto Astor, 
25, hanging between the first 
and second floor in a building 
near Third Avenue. He had 
fashioned his scarf into a 
noose, they said. 

Police said the man’s 25- 
year-old wife got a call from 
her distraught husband shortly 
after 2 pm. He told her, “I love 
you, just know that. And the 
money is in the top drawer.” 

She rushed to their apart- 
ment, but couldn’t get inside. 
That’s when she called police, 
who broke in to discover the 

Bat attack 

Maybe he didn’t like the tip. 

Police said a car-service driv- 
er beat a passenger with a wood- 
en bat after the two became in- 
volved in a dispute on Feb. 3. 
The driver pursued his 20-year- 
old victim along Seventh Av- 
enue, near Sixth Street, after the 
man left the vehicle at 5 pm. 

Whatever sparked the dis- 
pute, it was enough to prompt 
the driver to crack the bat over 
the passenger’s left arm before 
hopping back into his car and 
roaring away. 

The victim described the 
driver as a white man, 5-foot-8 
and 150 pounds, with short 
hair and dressed that day in a 
tan sweater. The victim said he 
often hails a cruising car serv- 
ice vehicle near New York 
Methodist Hospital on Seventh 
Avenue. 

No escape 

Vandals trashed a First 
Street home and stole $14,300 
in jewelry and electronics 
while the tenant was out of 
town, police said. 

The 30-year-old victim left 
her apartment, near Fifth Av- 
enue, on Jan. 20. When she re- 
turned 10 days later, she dis- 
covered robbers had come 
through a window leading to 
the fire escape, smashed a 


mirror and doused her clothes 
with bleach. The thieves left 
with a trio of credit cards, an 
Apple Powerbook, an iPod 
and the $12,000 engagement 
ring that she was not wearing 
on her trip, police said. 

Sneaky thief 

A quick and silent robber 
snatched the wallet of a 
woman shopping in a Seventh 
Avenue shoe store on Feb. 3, 
police said. 

The 31 -year-old victim left 
her wallet in her coat pocket as 
she tried on sneakers, near 
Garfield Place, that morning. 
Someone lifted the billfold and 
went on a small shopping 
spree at a Fifth Avenue cloth- 
ing store, before the victim 
could cancel her credit cards. 

The red Coach wallet also 
contained her driver’s license, 
Social Security card and $20. 

Deadly illness 

Police said foul play did not 
play a role in the Feb. 5 death 
of a 44-year-old Sunset Park 
woman. 

Lillian Vasquez complained 
to her husband, Robert, about 
severe back pain and 
headaches on the morning be- 
fore her death, at their home 
on 45th Street near Eighth Av- 
enue. She had gone to sleep 
around 11 am that day and 
slept into the night. 

Around 4 am, the husband 
noticed blood stains on his 
wife’s pillow. He struggled to 
wake her, but she remained un- 
conscious. He called 911, and 
paramedics mshed her to Kings 
County Hospital, where doctors 
pronounced her dead at 4:35 am. 

Detectives discussed the 
death with doctors and the 
medical examiner and decided 
it was the result of natural 
causes, police said. 

Lesson learned 

Police arrested a 33-year- 
old man who assaulted a park- 
ing ticket agent on Jan. 27. 

The man faces obstruction 
of government administration 
following the 12:40 pm inci- 
dent on Eighth Avenue, at 51st 
Street. Police said the man ar- 
gued with the ticket agent as 
she wrote a summons for his 
illegally parked Chevy and 
then grabbed her hand as she 
tried to slide the summons un- 
der the wiper blade. 

The agent dashed across 
Eighth Avenue and told her su- 
pervisor, who called police. In 


addition to the arrest, the man 
also remains liable for the 
parking summons — an ex- 
pired meter violation with a 
$125 price-tag. 

Tool time 

Police arrested a crazed 
man who used a screwdriver 
and hammer to attack a securi- 
ty guard in a 12th Street super- 
market on Jan. 30. 

The 48-year-old man faces 
assault charges following the 
2:45 pm attack at the super- 
sized grocery store, near the 
Gowanus Canal. 

The drama began with the 
man screaming and yelling in 
shoppers’ faces, attracting the 
attention of the 53-year-old se- 
curity guard. 

When the guard ordered the 
man out, the suspect turned on 
him and pulled a screwdriver, 
insisting, ‘Tm gonna stab you,” 
police said. 

The guard grabbed the 
screwdriver away, but the thug 
had tools to spare. Next, he 
pulled out a hammer and swung 
it at the employee, but didn’t 
land a blow. The angiy man was 
then subdued until police ar- 
rived, when he grew violent 
again, struggling and kicking as 
officers tried to cuff him. 

Police Officer Andrew Sua- 
rez of the 78th Precinct was 
credited with the collar. 

Missing yen 

This was a costly crime, in 
any language. 

A burglar stole electronics 
and $20,000 in Japanese cur- 
rency from a Fifth Avenue 
apartment vacant for the 
weekend, police said. 

Without breaking the glass, 
the thief climbed through a 
kitchen window in back of the 
home, near Fifth Street, between 
8 am on Jan. 28 and 11 pm the 
following night. The 38-year- 
old woman who lives there said 
her home was also robbed in 
August 2004. 

Techie thief 

Someone snatched $2,030 
in computer equipment from a 
Fourth Avenue apartment on 
Feb. 3, police said. 

The 23-year-old tenant left 
his home, near Dean Street, at 
noon. When he returned just 
after midnight the next day he 
found his IBM ThinkPad and 
various components missing. 

Police believe the thieves 
came through a closed, but un- 
locked, window. 
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Co-op rob 
not organic 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Even at the famously sensitive Park Slope Food Co-op, 
shoppers can have sticky fingers. 

Someone snatched a credit card from the jacket of a worker dur- 
ing the woman’s Jan. 14 shift, police said. The victim hung her jack- 
et in a back stairwell when she started work at 12:30 pm. But when 
she prepared to leave after the two-hour-and-forty-five-minute shift, 
the MasterCard was missing from the jacket pocket. 

Police said a security camera at the Union Street landmark, off 
Seventh Avenue, captured the suspect picking the jacket pocket. The 
victim told police the thief was not a member, but visiting the store 
with a co-op participant. 

In that sense, the thief is not organic to the co-op community. 

Founded in 1973 by local residents seeking healthy food at af- 
fordable prices, the Park Slope Co-op now has 11,000 members — 
the nation’s largest wholly member-owned food co-operative. Mem- 
bers work a monthly shift in exchange for discounts of up to 40 per- 
cent on their food bill. — Lilo H. Stainton 
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REEL 'EM IN 


Hook businesses will depend on cruise ship crews 


By Jane Flanagan 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The world’s largest passen- 
ger ship, the Queen Mary 2, is 
coming to Red Hook in April 
— and local businesses can’t 
wait to get a piece of the ac- 
tion. But the real money won’t 
be spent by the folks in the 
Bermuda shorts and velour 
jumpsuits. 

Because Brooklyn will not 
be a “port of call” for the QM2 
and other cruise ships, Red 
Hook businesses are instead fo- 
cussing their attention on the 
800-1,000 galley cooks, porters, 
butlers, housekeepers, waiters 
and other service personnel that 
work aboard the colossal crafts 
that will soon make Brooklyn 
their homeport. 

“The passengers will be cart- 
ed in and out. We won’t get 
much [business] from that,” 
said Amaud Earhart, a co-own- 
er of 360, a popular French 
restaurant on Van Brunt Street. 

Most passengers wiU experi- 
ence Red Hook from the win- 
dow of a cab or bus taking 
them to or from the gangplank, 
but hundreds of workers will 








Mohammed Barakat, owner of a 99-cent store in Red 
Hook, can't wait for the cruise ship fleet to come in. 


trick, co-chair of the Red Hook 
Civic Association. 

Genn said that the city has 
improved the streets and side- 
walks immediately near the ter- 
minal, and it is interested in re- 
viving an entire neighborhood 
that has suffered from so many 
disastrous development, eco- 
nomic and transportation deci- 
sions over the years. 

But further work will have to 


terminal on old docks that cost a 
fortune to overhaul, Genn said. 

That makes some Red Hook 
residents fearful that the real 
work of repairing the neighbor- 
hood will never get done. For 
now, at least, the city has shown 
little interest in the neighbor- 
hood beyond the pier. 

In September, for example, 
the first cruise ship, the Oriana, 
made a special one-day landing 


water to gawk, they were not 
allowed to join the fhn. 

“We were standing at the 
fence looking in,” said Earhart, 
motioning how he shook the 
fence helplessly. “We were not 
thrilled with that.” 

Similar festivities are planned 
for the Queen Mary on April 15, 
and McGettrick, said he and oth- 
ers are working with the city to 
see this doesn’t happen again. 

“I was so excited when the 


whistle woke me up,” said life- 
time Red Hook resident Sue 
Amendola, whose father was a 
longshoreman. “It was just like 
when we were kids. I said to 
my sister, ‘Get up, get up, the 
ships are in!”’ 

Almost any effort to revive 
the neighborhood would please 
Amendola, who shows visitors 
the lifeless buildings where 
once there were homes and 
business. It all changed in the 
early 1960s, when a container 
ship port moved in and the city 
condemned the land in hopes of 
one day expanding it. 

As a result, McGettrick said, 
people could no longer get 
mortgages, expand their homes 
or even replace one if it burned 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


They’ll take B’klyn, too 


M ANY PEOPLE across 
Brooklyn — homeown- 
ers, brokers, developers, 
bankers — were cheering a report 
this week that borough real-estate 
prices skyrocketed last year. 

No doubt, soaring home prices 
are an indication that people want 
to live here and, certainly, no one 
wants to return to the days when 
homeowners were fleeing Brook- 
lyn and prices were crashing. 

But the latest numbers should 
give pause — even just long enough to 
get to your computer to calculate how 
quickly your apartment value dou- 
bled — to everyone who cares about 
the future of our neighborhoods. 

Brooklyn is undergoing a revolu- 
tionary transformation that is some- 


times not so easy to see because 
we’re right in the middle of it 

Manhattanites, priced out by 
their own real-estate boom, are 
nothing less than an invasion force 
landing on our fair shores. In many 
neighborhoods — such as Park Slope 
and Brooklyn Heights — there is 
litde space to build new housing to 
accommodate the newcomers. And 
in other neighborhoods — such as 
Bay Ridge and Green-Wood Heights 
— the city has, rightly, restricted 
new construction. Given the immut- 
able laws of supply and demand, 
prices are going to soar. 

Adding to this inflationary mix 
is a nearly unique New York phe- 
nomenon — rent regulations, a ves- 
tige of World War II rationing, that 


compel residents who have long 
“outgrown” their apartments to stay 
put when they might otherwise 
move to smaller dwellings. This 
keeps coundess units off the market 
and worsens the shortage. 

Government’s malignant hand is 
also seen in its refusal to permit incre- 
mental development in such prime 
sites as Adanuc Yards and the Red 
Hook and Brooklyn Heights water- 
fronts; thousands of new units might 
now be occupied if the Yards had not 
been reserved for a favored developer. 

As a result, not only do native 
Brooklynites get priced out, but 
higher real-estate prices also mean 
that Mom and Pop stores gradually 
give way to national chains that can 
afford the rents in the “upscale” 


buildings that do get built. The shoe 
repair store becomes a fancy restau- 
rant. The fruit store closes for a Ba- 
nana Republic. The card store loses 
its lease to a Starbucks. 

It happened across the river, 
where a once-diverse city of neigh- 
borhoods became a soul-less 
Gaphattan from 125th Street to the 
Battery. Now it’s happening here. 
Just look at Montague Street in 
Brooklyn Heights or 86th Street in 
Bay Ridge. 

A free market, restrained by con- 
textual zoning that protects existing 
neighborhoods, is likely to create 
more middle-class housing than has 
been built in the current restrictive 
environment that favors mega-de- 
velopers over Brooklyn’s soul. 


LETTERS 



Readers sound off in the wake of ‘Arborcide’ 


To the editor: 

As a certified arborist who also happens to be a longtime 
resident of Brooklyn Heights, I am often asked to inspect 
and comment on tree problems and tree damage within our 
community by various local newspaper reporters. 

In early December, I received a call from a reporter ask- 
ing me to see what was happening to the trees at 75 Henry 
St. 


To the editor: 

I was horrified by your “Arborcide!” headline (Jan. 28). 

Apparently, what the anti-Parks Department group can- 
not understand is the difference between a live tree and a 
tree that is dying. From the day York Reconstruction ar- 
rived to do work at 75 Henry St., the workers turned the 
tree pits into garbage pits. And I often had to beg them to 
remove large chunks of concrete, which 


At the site, I observed men working in a trench with- 
in the drip line of one of the ginkgos. In the 
basal area, the trenched soil and 
severed structural roots, some 
three inches in diamteter, were 
piled. There was no consulting ar- 
borist overseeing the work. The 
men working were definitely be- 
low-grade and the severed roots ir 
the soil pile were fresh. 

It is important to understand that 
trees do not decline and die immedi- 
ately from abuse and negligence. Buds 
would have been set during the prior 
growing season and would not fall off 
nor would limbs exhibit signs of dieback 
so quickly. Trees live a long time after 
they have been irrevocably damaged, 
continuing to grow and leaf out, albeit in 
an increasingly diminished fashion. What 
is important to recognize is that by severing so many struc- 
tural roots, the structural integrity of the trees has been com- 
promised. Since the trees have a target — pedestrians and 
vehicles — they become a liability that takes priority in the 
determination of whether they stay or go. 

If these trees had been in a forest, no one would care if 
they would fall over, but in an urban landscape, a tree’s 
structural integrity is one of the most important considera- 
tions in the management of our public trees. 

Naomi Zurcher, Brooklyn Heights 



vere damaging the 

Department was 
” in this case. 

Dodi Kenan, Brooklyn Heights 


;es, but the Parks 
guilty of “arbor- 


Editor's note: After our follow-up story 
ran in the Feb. 4 issue, we received 
this letter from the same writer: 


To the editor: 

Since I responded rather harshly 
to the “Arborcide” article, I thought 
it only fair to thank Gersh Kuntz- 
man for the follow-up article. Fi- 
nally, the other side of the story 
— with a most telling photo of 
the destruction of the trees — was 
presented. To quote someone wiser than I, “A 
picture is worth a thousand words.” 

My only hope now is that the guilty party will replace 
our beautiful trees. Dodi Kenan, Brooklyn Heights 

To the editor: 

I could not believe your recent story “Arborcide!” (Jan. 
28). The Parks Department’s job is to protect trees, not kill 
healthy trees on Henry Street. Someone should be fired. Re- 
placing these trees with saplings (which often die) is not ac- 
ceptable. The Parks Department must replace them with com- 
parably sized trees quickly. Name and address withheld 


DUMBmom 

To the editor: 

There’s a difference between having an 
opinion and being opinionated. Your recent 
“Smartmom” column on DUMBO (“To live 
there, you must be a DUMBO, Jan. 28) is 
the latter and I think offensively one-sided 
and just plain snooty. I don’t live in DUM- 
BO, but I have been to the playground and 
she exaggerates in a way that indicates she 
made up her mind about the neighborhood 
before she arrived. 

Smartmom’s beloved Park Slope has its 
share of expensive strollers, luxury apart- 
ments and “fancy European appliances.” 
This sort of writing may be acceptable for 
Ms. Crawford’s Web site, but it has no place 
in your otherwise fine newspaper. 

Earl Parr III, Fort Greene 
Editor's note: You notice how he said "fine 
newspaper," didn't you? 

Know your audience 

To the editor: 

As a loyal reader of your paper, I can ap- 
preciate that the demographics of this bor- 
ough may support your left-leaning editori- 
als (“Vito is Dubya’s rep,” Feb. 4). I also 
understand it is highly unlikely you and 
yours ever encounter many “old school” in- 
digenous Brooklyners, let alone the kind of 
“Neanderthals” that might actually support 
our president in a time of war, and support a 
solid conservative like Rep. Vito Fossella 
(R-Bay Ridge). 


Rep. Fossella’s constituents look at your 
laundry list of grievances (i.e. being solidly 
pro-life, solidly pro-Second Amendment, as 
well as being staunchly opposed by seditious 
organizations like the ACLU) as badges of 
honor, and being reflective of their own po- 
sitions. 

I find it truly pompous on your part, to 
presume that the residents of the 13th district 
would be better served advancing the agenda 
of Park Slope, Brooklyn Heights and “New” 
Williamsburg, rather than their own. 

Christopher Molloy, Bay Ridge 
Editor's note: You notice that he did say he 
was a "loyal" reader. 

APOLOGY: Last week in this space, we pub- 
lished a letter that was not intended by the 
writer to be printed ("Save people like me!" 
Feb. 4). The editors erroneously assumed 
that the letter, which we received via an 
email forwarded from one of our columnists, 
was indeed intended for publication. The 
writer has informed us otherwise. We en- 
joyed the letter, but regret the confusion. 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and include the writer's 
home address and phone number (only the 
writer's name and neighborhood are published 

Letters may be edited and will not be returned. 
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Crunch Fitness 
now bi-borough^al 


(or something) 


3 DAY 

GUEST PASS 


Two new locations in Brooklyn: 

Fort Greene 691 Fulton St. • 718.797.9464 
Park Slope 330 Flatbush Ave. • 718.783.5152 


One guest pass only, needs to be activated by 2/23/06. Must be first time guest, 18 years or older, live or work locally in vicinity of club, show photo ID, sign guest registry and take a guided club tour upon activation. ©2006 Crunch Fitness 
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See ya 9 Cousins 


Cousins Bar, a Court Street landmark for decades, has served its last four-dollar pint. A local restaurateur plunked down $2.6 million to buy 
the Cobble Hill sports bar from its owner, who was said to be retiring. Neighbors mourned the loss. "A good group of people always 
went there," said neighbor Zack Zook. "It had a good air, different from some of the newer places." 


On the outskirts of 
Ratnerville, house 
on market for 1 .5M 


The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s the perfect brownstone — if you’re deaf 
and rich. 

The building at 526 Carlton Ave., between Dean 
and Pacific streets, sits across the street from the 24- 
acre site where Bruce Ratner plans to build a 19,000- 
seat arena, 17 skyscrapers and a park. 

A 194-foot-tall, Frank Gehry-designed tower is 
proposed for Carlton Avenue and Dean Street — 
right across the street from the 19th-century house. 

But the building’s owner — who is retiring and 
moving to Park Slope — said the project will have 


little impact on the stately home she is trying to sell. 

“Whatever they build here won’t really affect Carl- 
ton Avenue,” Jennifer Lattey said. 

Not everyone agrees that the decade-long construc- 
tion project will have no impact. 

“[Whoever buys it] will be hearing the wrecking 
ball,” said Daniel Goldstein, who lives in a building 
on Pacific Street that’s slated to be tom down (not 
that he has any intention of moving out). “After that, 
they’ll hear the pile drivers and then, the reconstruc- 
tion of the rail-yards.” 

Asking price: $1,499,000. — Ariella Cohen 


Pacific paved 

Despite the fact it faces demapping 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Why did the city repave part of Pacific Street that Brace Rat- 
ner plans to eliminate? Hey, you never know. 

Last week, the city fixed Pacific between Sixth Avenue and 
Bond Street in Prospect Heights, despite the fact that Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards mega-project would transform Pacific Street between 
Vanderbilt and Flatbush avenues in Boerum Hill into green space. 

Then again, explained a Department of Transportation 
spokesman, maybe it won’t. 

“An ‘if’ is still an ‘if,’” explained the spokesman, Craig 
Chin. — Ariella Cohen 



Pacific Street in Prospect Heights. 
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Ice cream man 
gets 15 years 
in terror case 


Associated Press 

A Park Slope ice cream shop owner from Yemen was 
sentenced to 15-1/2 years in prison last week for illegal- 
ly funneling nearly $22 million to terrorists overseas. 

Abad Elfgeeh, 51, was convicted last year of running an ille- 
gal money-transmitting business and structuring bank deposits to 
avoid reporting laws. All of the activity was linked to his tiny 
storefront on Fifth Avenue, near 10th Street. 

Don’t look for Elfgeeh’s “Carnival Ice Cream” anymore. It’s 
now an Indian restaurant under new management. 

Elfgeeh — a naturalized U.S. citizen — insisted he was a loyal 
American who didn’t realize he was breaking the law by helping 
fellow immigrants transfer money to relatives in their homeland. 

“While it is true that I am an active member of the Yemeni 
community in this city, and I am a Muslim, these affiliations have 
not interfered with my pledge of allegiance to this country,” he 
said, reading from a prepared statement. 

The government said Elfgeeh’s business was used by Sheik 
Mohammed Ali Hassan Al-Moayad in a scheme to fund al-Qae- 
da and the Palestinian militant group Hamas. He was portrayed 
as the mastermind of a complicated arrangement of “feeder ac- 
counts” and international transfers designed to hide the huge out- 
flow of cash from his ice cream store. 

U.S. District Judge Sterling Johnson ordered Elfgeeh to pay a 
$1. 5-million fine and forfeit more than $22 million, which would 
empty his ice cream store’s frozen bank accounts. 


'Grandpa' Al 
is dead at 82 



Eighty-two-year-old "Grandpa" Al Lewis (pictured being in- 
terviewed by a Brooklyn Papers reporter during Lewis's run 
for governor in 1 998) died last week after several years of 
failing health. The cigar-chomping grandpa from the 1960s 
TV series "The Munsters" grew up in Brooklyn, where he was 
a basketball star at Thomas Jefferson HS. After his television 
career, in which he also played Officer Leo Schnauzer on 
"Car 54, Where are You?" Lewis became a restaurateur, po- 
litical candidate and radio talk show host. 


YASSKY... 

Continued from page 1 

frig in the black part of the district to the calendar, not any color 

“For now. I’ve been focussing on merely introducing myself 
to voters outside my Council district,” he said. “I’m doing more 
meet-and-greets than fundraisers. You can’t go out there and say, 
‘Hi, nice to meet you. Can you give me money?”’ 

To demonstrate his eagerness to engage voters rather than so- 
licit them, Yassky mentioned a slew of events throughout the 
11th district that he attended, including a meeting of the East 
49th Street Block Association and The Midwood Civic Action 
League. 

“Those were opportunities to talk to voters, but not fundrais- 
ers,” he said. 

Should Yassky win, he’ll be the first white representative for 
the district since before Shirley Chisholm. Besides Andrews, the 
other candidates are City Councilwoman Yvette Clarke (D- 
Crown Heights), Assemblyman Nick Perry (D-Flatbush) and 
Chris Owens, the son of the current office-holder, who is retir- 
ing after 24 years in Congress. 
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Till death 
do us part 

DiDonato plays anguished wife 
in Handels ‘Hercules ’ — at BAM 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

J oyce DiDonato loves how George 
Frideric Handel makes no concessions 
to any of the usual operatic conven- 
tions in “Hercules.” 

“Audiences have to invest a lot, but once 
they pay their dues at the beginning, they’re 
rewarded with a dramatic payoff at the end,” 
the soprano says. 

“Hercules” is yet another opera that’s 
been unearthed during the Handel Renais- 
sance that’s been going on for nearly two 
decades. The performances of “Hercules” at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s Opera 
House, beginning Feb. 14, come directly 
from the acclaimed production that took au- 
diences and critics by storm in Aix-en- 
Provence, France, last year; the stage direc- 
tor is Luc Bondy, while William Christie — 
no stranger to BAM audiences over the 
years — directs his world-renowned 
baroque music ensemble Les Arts Floris- 

As for Kansas City-bom DiDonato, she’s 
no stranger to Handel, but says she wasn’t 
prepared for the extraordinary depth of both 
the story and music of “Hercules.” 

“When I sang [the role of Hercules’s wife, 
Dejanira] in France, 
it was only my sec- 
ond staged produc- 
tion of Handel, even 
though I’ve also 
recorded some of 
his music,” she ad- 
mits. “But I discov- 
ered that ‘Hercules’ 
is an incredible dra- 
ma, and what Han- 
del does better than 
any other composer 
is take the height- 
ened emotions of each character to the ex- 

“In ‘Hercules,’ the drama unfolds slowly: 
Handel lays the foundation of a domestic sit- 
uation that goes terribly wrong. It’s really a 
roller-coaster ride: the husband [Hercules, 
sung by William Shimell], his wife, and their 
son [Hyllus, sung by Ed Lyon] are about as 
dysfunctional a family as can be. And every- 



thing completely collapses in the end: the 
husband is murdered; the wife goes crazy; 
and the son is left alone [albeit with his fa- 
ther’s lover].” 

For her part, the seasoned diva, who has 
tread the boards of the Houston Grand 
Opera, La Scala and 
the Paris Opera, 

Dejanira recogniz- 
ably human amid ex- 
treme emotions. 

“At the beginning, 
she’s in a state of de- 
pression, and then 
she goes downhill 
from there,” says Di- 
Donato with a laugh. 
“The challenge is to 
not make [Dejanira] 
into a caricature, but instead validate her 
journey. 

“This opera was written 300 years ago, 
but we can still see characters walking 
around like her today. 

“She’s consumed by jealousy, but is she 
right to be? She convinces herself that her 
husband has been unfaithful, and Handel 
musically underlines the ambivalence that’s 


MUSIC 


del's " 

BAM's Howard Gilman" Opera H _ ... 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place ir 
Greene). Tickets are $354135 on V; ' 
Day and Feb. 16; tickets for the Fe 
performances are $45-$150 and car 
chased by calling (718) 636-4100 or 



A woman scorned?: In Aix-En-Provence's production of "Hercules," soprano Joyce DiDona- 
to stars as jealous wife, Dejanira, opposite William Shimell in the title role, at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music on Feb. 14, 16, 18 and 19. The baroque music ensemble Les Arts Floris- 
sants will be led by William Christie (at left). 


present. There’s a stunning moment when 
the poison [of jealousy] goes into her veins, 
and it’s shown by Handel beautifully in the 
accompanying music,” says DiDonato. 

With “Hercules,” conductor Christie and 
Les Arts Florissants return to BAM for their 
14th appearance. 

“There’s a reason Bill is almost solely re- 
sponsible for this Handel resurgence: he’s so 
passionate about this music,” DiDonato en- 
thuses. “There is an incredible sense of dra- 
ma that Handel crafted in his music and Bill 
brings it to life. I will always cherish work- 
ing with him.” 

DiDonato has just released a CD of music 
by 20th-century American composers Aaron 
Copland, Leonard Bernstein and Jake Heg- 
gie called “The Deepest Desire.” 

“It’s about as far away from Handel as 
you can get, with the exception that they’re 
all very emotionally charged pieces,” the so- 
prano says. “I got carte blanche to record 
what I wanted, and I wanted to introduce 
American music through Eloquentia [the 
recording company based in France]. People 
have told me they discovered some great 
music by listening.” 

Another unique experience for the sopra- 
no was filming the original production of 


“Hercules” for the recently-released Bel Air 
Classiques DVD. 

“It added a lot to this production in partic- 
ular,” DiDonato explains. “They were doing 
intense close-ups of the singers, and I loved 
that because I felt like I was in a real film: 
everything on my face was going to be read. 
I couldn’t phone it in or approximate any- 
thing. They filmed it beautifully, and the 
payoff was great.” 

But DiDonato agrees that the payoff will 
be even more overwhelming live, particular- 
ly in a venue like the BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House. 

“It’s one of Bill’s favorite places to per- 
form in the whole world, and I cannot wait 
to go there for the first time!” she exclaims. 
“‘Hercules’ requires a lot of work from the 
audience, unlike some other Handel operas, 
and BAM has the perfect audience to handle 
that. 

“This opera reminds me of an Ibsen play 
without music,” DiDonato continues, 
mindful that two actual Ibsen plays — 
“Hedda Gabler” and “Peer Gynt” — are 
coming to BAM later this spring. “There’s 
humor and a lot of drama, and you’re al- 
ways going down that roller-coaster without 
stopping.” 


THEATER 


V-Day play 


On Valentine’s Day, Williamsburg’s Galapagos 
Art Space will present 26.2 Productions’s “V-Day 
Brooklyn.” The centerpiece of the one-night-only 
event is a performance of Eve Ensler’s “The Vagi- 
na Monologues” (pic- 
tured), directed by 
Theresa Rose, followed 
by live music by rock 
band, America’s Sweet- 
heart. 

Already seen “The 
Vagina Monologues”? 
On this night, a new 
monologue by Ensler, 
“The Comfort Women,” 
will be performed, too. 

Audience members 
will take home gift bags, 
and they’ll have the op- 
portunity to win in-kind 
donations through a 
raffle. 



Proceeds from “V-Day Brooklyn” will be donat- 
ed to charities dedicated to ending violence against 
women, including Safe Horizon, Park Slope Part- 
nership Against Domestic Violence and Planned 
Parenthood NYC, according to producer Ciara 
Pressler. 

"V-Day Brooklyn" begins at 7 pm on Feb. Mat 
Galapagos Art Space [70 N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 868- 
4444.] Tickets are $20. For more information, visit 
www.26point2productions.com or www.vday.org. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 


BOOKS 


‘Brooklyn’ eats 

Do you love Brooklyn so much that you could 
just eat it up? If so, the Heights and Hill Commu- 
nity Council invites you to salivate over the words 
of “The Brooklyn Cook- 
book” author, Lyn Stall- 
worth, who will give a 
talk on Feb. 16 at 2 pm 
about the borough’s 
food-filled legacy. 

The Park Slope 
writer will talk about 
the history behind 
recipes that were bom 
from the borough’s 
melting pot that was 
seasoned by everyone 
from the Canarsie In- 
dians to the Cambo- 

In her book, Stallworth answers the question, 
“What is Brooklyn food?” with “What defines our 
food is, in short, attitude and memory.” 

“The Brooklyn attitude is, ‘You respect me. I’ll 
respect you; but believe me — my neighborhood, 
and my food, is best,’ ” she writes. 

The talk will take place at the Fleights and Hill 
Community Council, 160 Montague St. between 
Clinton and Henry streets in Brooklyn Heights, on 
the third floor. While the talk is free and open to 
the public, pre-registration is required as seating 
is limited. To register, call Gail Otis at (718) 596- 
8789. — UC 



DANCE 



Bumpin’ bellies 

As part of its “Brazil Transplanted: Carnival in 
New York” conference on Feb. 15, Long Island 
University’s Downtown Brooklyn campus will of- 
fer a free performance by an Afro-Brazilian en- 
semble. 

This lunch-time show by Ologunde — a New 
York-based ensemble under the direction of percus- 
sionist Dende, a former member of Timbalada — 
promises to be more exciting than a prix fixe meal 
during restaurant week. 

The troupe’s repertoire includes a capoeira mar- 
tial arts dance as well as “candomble,” a synthesis 
of the Yomba and Catholic religions in which vari- 
ous gods are invoked (pictured above); and the 
“samba de roda,” a spontaneous dance in which the 
dancers bump bellies. 

The hourlong performance will star t at noon at 
the Kumble Theater on the Brooklyn campus of 
Long Island University, one block from the inter- 
section ofDeKalb Avenue and Flatbush Avenue 
Extension. 

For more information about the performance 
— or about the day-long conference which also 
includes workshops, a film, panel discussion 
and art exhibit — call (718) 488-3355. — UC 


xJufiew/t- Sfa/ian' fomaim# 

8305 Third Ave. • (718) 680-4650 



ist Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 

Exceptional Call now for ¥¥¥« 
Italian Fare and VALENTINE’S DAY I 
Warm Service VWW Reservations! 




RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

Come join us for a 

Valentine’s Day Celebration 
Featuring our special 
Prix Fixe Dinner 
for only $45 per couple 
including two 
Intoxicating Flirtini’s 

For Reservations and Information: (718) 625-9352 
66 Water Street • DUMBO Brooklyn 
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Tell her how much you care with a 
Floral Heights Valentine’s Day Bouquet 


107 Atlantic Ave. 

(bet. Henry & Hicks) 

www.floralheights.com 
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Win a honeymoon 

Enter The Brooklyn Bride contest to win a 7-night cruise for two 
to the Caribbean or Mexican Riviera, sponsored by Michael C.Fina 
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Win a honeymoon 

Enter The Brooklyn Bride contest to win a 7-night cruise for two 
to the Caribbean or Mexican Riviera, sponsored by Michael C.Fina 



i Carnival. 15 E3BSS 

The fun Ships. » ™"» 

On Carnival, Norwegian or Royal Caribbean Cruise lines. Packaged by Mini Vacations Inc. 

Contest open to engaged couples & couples 
married since Jan. 1. 2005. Enter by Wed. Feb. 1. 

Mail to: February Contest, The Brooklyn Bride, c/o The Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St, Ste 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guide 


This week: 

COURT STREET 


Cafe Scaramouche 

524 Court St. at Huntington Street, (718) 855- 
9158, www.cafescaramouche.com (MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $6.75-$1 4.95. 



■crusted salmon at 


± Among its signature dishes are the 
>ven-baked empanadas stuffed with 
f, tuna, spinach or corn. Freshly made 


Caffe Carciofo 

248 Court St. at Kane Street, (718) 624-7551 
(Cash or check only) Entrees: $9.95-$1 9.95. 

This family-run restaurant, named after the articho 


and Victor Quizphi serve standard dishes including 

plant, capers and olives in a mildly spicy tomato 
sauce, as well as daily specials such as New Zealand 
rack of lamb. For dessert, choose from favorites such 
as tiramisu and bread pudding, or opt for the pista- 
chio gelato. Caffe Carciofo serves beer and wine 
only. Private room available for parties. Check for 
daily specials; 10-15 are offered every day. Sidewalk 

ner? a^dTunday 'brunch from°10 S’to 3 pm. 

Cube 63 

234 Court St. at Baltic Street, (718) 243-2208, 
www.cube63.com (Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $16-$40. 

opened in October, features urban chic decor that is 
modern without pretension, according to co-owner 
Suzanne Lai. Cube 63 offers a menu of fresh, quality 
sushi together with other Asian-influenced entrees. 
The friendly staff and laid-back atmosphere will keep 


>mmend the "Omakase," chef's 


prepared with fresh, seasc 
to Lai. Especially popular 


two for starters.) Open Mondays through Fridays for 
lunch and dinner; and weekends from 2 pm to 12:30 
am. Delivery available, with $10 minimum purchase. 

Hill 

229 Court St. at Baltic Street, (718) 5 22-2220 
(MC, Visa) Entrees: $9.95-$12.95. ★ 

Chef-staffed Hill is an unpretentious, friendly and 
inexpensive cafe serving bacon and eggs alongside 
veggie-friendly fare like a grilled, marinated tofu 
sandwich in soy and cranberry sauces with fresh veg- 

and heaped with fresh, market produce. The chicken 


winter the glass 
to keep diner- 

breakfast, lund 




es), baked from a tradi- 
3 handed down by owner-chef Rafi 
asid boasts that Hill has "the best 
in sandwich in the neighborhood." 
patio and garden can be enjoyed 

dots and 9 by 16 skylight are closed 
ozy. Brunch is served weekends, 
1 . Delivery available. Open daily for 


Le Petit Cafe 

502 Court St. at Nelson Street, (7 18) 596-7060, 
www.lepetitcafe.us (Cash only) Entrees: $8-$15. 

At Le Petit Cafe, customers have choices. Chef Ruben 
— who prefers to go by one name, like Ashante — 
offers an array of soups, salads, omelets and sandwich- 
es to satisfy every appetite. A proud producer of the 
panini, Le Petit offers 19 different combinations of the 
pressed sandwich. Many customers flock to Le Petit for 


★ = Full review available at 

(T^ooklyn 

^ papers. com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner's Club, Disc= Discov 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 


chunks served hot and spicy with warm ciabatta bread 
on the side. Customers also love the choices they have 
in creating their own omelets (served with a choice of 
salad or home fries on the side). For vegetarians, Le 
Petit offers a homemade veggie burger. Le Petit now 
has beer and wine. Brunch is served "all day, every 
day," says manager Tommy Perez; plates ($7.25-$8.25) 
include the popular "cafe special," poached eggs on 
English muffin with plum tomato sauce, grilled porto- 
bello mushrooms, and spinach or ham. The year-round 
heated patio is currently open on weekends only; stay 
tuned as renovations transform it into a sculpture gar- 
den with waterfalls and a fireplace. Open Sunday 
through Wednesday, from 6 am until 8 pm, and from 
Thursday through Saturday, from 6 am to 10 pm. 

Little Bistro 

158 Court St. at Amity Street (718) 797-5655, 
www.littlebistro.net (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: 
$10-$17. ★ 

Little Bistro is, yes, a little bistro that sits a few steps 

where Cobblelnillers enjoy c'^sinVdScribecTas "new 
American with a twist. Approach Little Bistro with 
only one expectation: that you'll enjoy something 
new," writes GO Brooklyn dining critic Tina Barry. 
Chef Chris Cheung, who co-owns the restaurant with 
Sam Wong and Steven Ng, dishes out surprises with 
every plate he prepares. The lobster bisque, for 
example, is topped with diced tomatoes, cucumbers, 
avocados and salmon roe. Barry enjoyed the 
Bordelaise braised short ribs with pappardelle pasta 

meat 1 off the bone! a^ma^^L^nd^boutl^ dif- 
ferent vegetables" as well as forbidden rice-crusted 
salmon with Japanese spiced cream sauce and Swiss 
chard. Forbidden rice is a "Thai black sticky rice which 
is ground to form a delicious crust," says Wong. 
Hanger steaks and hamburgers also get good, more 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. at Union Street, (718) 852-5015, 
www.marcopoloristorante.com (AmEx, DC, Disc, 
MC, Visa) Entrees: $15-$24. ★ 

One of Brooklyn's most elegant dining rooms, Marco 
Polo boasts valet parking, a formally dressed and 

that reflects the taste of its owner, Joe Chirico, a vet- 


best known 
ile, the "fet- 


salads, hoi 

and chops prepared by chef Bruno 
dessert wagon offers pastries, cal- 
bet and homemade gelato. Marcc 
for its tableside preparation. At your tap 

berry flambe, made with fresh berries, 
and sugar, is heated and then rolled into a crepe and 
topped with ice cream right before your eyes. Marco 
Polo is open daily for dinner. Lunch is served Monday 
through Friday. Live music on weekends at 7 pm. 

Osaka 

272 Court St. between Kane and Butler streets, 
(718) 643-0044, (MC, Visa) Entrees: $12.50418. 
Osaka manager Lana Sergeyeva boasts that the 

and maki rolls that vary from simple to opulent — has 
been awarded Europe's coveted Michelin rating. 
Osaka's interior features splatter-painted sound baf- 
fles and glistening sateen throw pillows. Dinner boxes 

~ St popular 


chin is "very healthy for w 


n and 


rteed rock shrimp; there ; 


mends the "volcano 
daily for lunch and 


a "soft, fluffy chocolate bisci 


www.brooklynpapers.com on the Web. if your 



Hearty serving: At Rice in DUMBO, the vegetarian meatballs served with Thai black rice and "edamame" is just $5.50. 

$8 is enough 

Starving artist takes to boroughs streets in 
search of a cheap — yet respectable — meal 


By Adam McLain 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T his story was bom of the idea that 
those of us chasing the artistic life 
shouldn’t have to eat peanut butter 
sandwiches and Key Food macaroni 
every night or sit at home over a plate of 
cold bologna and crackers while our 
friends live it up in the hundreds of great 
restaurants scattered across the length 
and breadth of Brooklyn. 

Struggling writers, painters, actors 
and musicians (not to mention people 
who aren’t earning six figures) should 
be able to enjoy good food and good 
company around town on a limited 
budget. At first glance, it would seem 
that dining out is just out of reach when 
one rules out fast food as a palatable 
culinary choice. 

With all of these things in mind, we 
begin with a rather arbitrary $8 maxi- 
mum and the dream of a great meal for 
this much or less. 


If it seems impossible, surprise! It can 
be done! Brooklyn abounds with nightly 
specials, but many terrific restaurants 
have menu choices that won’t break the 
bank on any night of the week. One 
needn’t starve like Knut Hamsun (the 
mid-20th century Norwegian writer re- 
membered for his “Hunger,” a novel 
about his experiences as a starving writer 
in Oslo) for one’s art. 

DUMBO has become synonymous 
with a burgeoning art scene over the 
last few years, so the starving artist 
ought to begin there. That old haunted 
warehouse district “down under” 
sports some of the better chow-houses 
in town. Despite the gentrifying atmos- 
phere rapidly pervading the neighbor- 
hood, a night spent dining in DUMBO 
needn’t be cost prohibitive. 

A fine example of an affordable 
restaurant is Rice; suave, modern, hip 
and budget-friendly could all describe 
this Asian-fusion eatery. The place is a 
hungry poor-man’s dream. Virtually 


the entire menu is accessible for $8 or 
less, including tip. 

“Small” portions (more than ade- 
quate to serve as a meal) of all the 
“Classics” are $4 to $7, and they in- 
clude a choice of rice (Japanese, 
brown, basmati or sticky). 

My favorite is the vegetarian meat- 
balls, breaded tofu rolled into a bite- 
sized globe and available sweet or 
spicy. They’re served, of course, with a 
choice of rice. (Appetizers and salads 
can be had for less than $5.) 

Now the starving artist moves away 
from DUMBO and toward the green 
lawns of Prospect Park. If you happen 
to be feeling Von-Trapp-meets-film- 
noir on a budget Monday night, cross 
the figurative and filthy Alps of the 
Gowanus Canal aboard the elevated F 
train (taking a moment, of course, to 
enjoy the view from the world’s high- 
est subway platform at Smith Street) to 
the Seventh Avenue stop. 

Wander up to Cafe Steinhof at the 


DINING 


Rice is located at 81 Washington St. 


all (718) 222-981 


the W 


jeinhofis located at 422 Sev- 
enth Ave. at 1 4th Street in Park Slope. 
For more information, call (718) 369- 
7776. 

Frankie's 457 Court Street Spuntino 

is located at 457 Court St. between 
Fourth Place and Luquer Street in Carroll 
Gardens. Accepts cash only. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 403-0033 or visit the 
Web site, www.frankies457.com. 


juncture of Seventh Avenue and 14th 
Street. Monday is $5 goulash night at 
this wood-paneled and movie poster- 
bedecked ale house, where the starving 
artist or budget eater can enjoy a heap- 
ing bowl of this hardy Hungarian dish 
for a crisp Lincoln, with enough of the 
$8 leftover for a good tip. 

The cafe is homey and welcoming, 
knee-deep with ’Slope hipsters, and the 
goulash — a meat-and-potato-based 
stew, spiced with a touch of paprika — 
is delicious. 

True to its decor, Cafe Steinhof fea- 
tures Sunday night movies, showing a 
variety of films including local fa- 
vorites like the Pacino classic “Dog 
Day Afternoon” (shot nearby at 
Prospect Park West and 17th Street). 

For those on a slightly bigger budg- 
et, the menu provides a great variety of 
Eastern and Central European dishes, 
and the bar has a fine array of domes- 
tic and imported beers, available on tap 
and in the bottle. On draught one finds 
European choices like Stella Artois 
($5) and Widmer Hefeweizen ($6) be- 
side Williamsburg brewed Brooklyn 
Brewery Brown ($5). Bottled choices 
include ubiquitous bar fare like Corona 
($5) alongside Austria’s Gosser and 
Germany’s Paulaner ($6 each). 

Far down Court Street in Carroll 
Gardens, the starving artist can find the 
wood-paneled glory of Frankie’s 457 
Court Street Spuntino. The wildly long 
name might be a deterrent, but most 
people just call it “Frankie’s” anyway. 
Here you can find a number of sand- 
wiches that just strike the $8 mark, 
served up on bread from Sullivan Street 
Bakery to boot. (The “prosciutto & 
pecorino” is a favorite of this writer.) 

Full entrees are a bit out of the poor 
man’s price range, but if you stop by 
flush with cash, the pricier options 
shout spectacular. 

Adding to the local feel, Frankie’s is 
located in a former blacksmith’s shop 
and stable. The outdoor patio is great 
in warm weather too, and provides a 
good view of the elevated tracks and 
the rooftops of Park Slope in the dis- 
tance. (“Spuntino,” by the way, is Ital- 
ian parlance for a snack or a casual 
restaurant.) 

These three restaurants are just a 
tiny sampling of what’s our there, so 
dump the fast food, and hit the side- 
walks on a hunt of your own. Happy 
budget dining! 


The dish on DUMBO 


On New Year’s Eve 2004, friends who belong to 
the DUMBO Neighborhood Association got together 
for a potluck dinner. The eclectic dishes they con- 
tributed gave way to an idea: “Why,” one wondered, 
“shouldn’t we compile our recipes and turn them into 
a cookbook?” They planned to use the proceeds of 
the books’ sales to beautify their community, as well 
as fund their ongoing project of having the DUMBO 
(Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass) 
neighborhood designated as a historic district. 

Several of the members sent out fliers and e-mails 
to DUMBO residents, as well as nearby communities 
and local restaurants, and an article was written by 
GO Brooklyn, asking for recipe submissions. The re- 
sult is “DUMBO Cooks” (Morris Press Cookbooks, 
2005), an attractive, three-ring, hard-cover book with 
80 recipes, most developed by home cooks with a 
few from chefs. 

As you’d imagine from a community that blends 
artists with business types who can afford Walentas- 
style mortgages, “DUMBO Cooks” is no “ladies aux- 
iliary” cookbook. Instead, it appears that plenty of 


experimental foodies with seasoned 
palates call DUMBO home. 

In the “Main Dishes” chapter, 

Sonali Mody offers a chicken curry 
that is easy to assemble and takes 
only 10 to 15 minutes to simmer 
on the stove top. This writer can 
recommend Elizabeth Kelly’s 
“Moroccan stew,” a heady mix 
of vegetables and chickpeas, fra- 
grant with ginger and coriander. 

If you can’t pick up a book like 
this without pining for homey, 
grandma’s kitchen dishes, 
there are a few of those, too. 

Bubby’s, Five Front, and several other 
rants, as well as local bakery, Sensational Sweets, 
added recipes. Five Front chef Paul Vicino con- 
tributed his “cumin-dusted scallops,” while Water 
Street Restaurant chef Reggie Taylor shared his 
“tropical salmon satay with curried pina colada 



Sections on cooking 
tips, definitions of spices, a 
measurement chart, and 
helpful hints for making fail- 
proof soups and salads, 
breads and rolls, main courses 
and desserts can be found in 
the back pages. 

To order "DUMBO Cooks," 
send a $12 check (made 
payable to the DUMBO Neigh- 
borhood Association) to: DUM- 
BO Neighborhood Association, 
30 Main St., Apt. 2A, Brooklyn, 
NY 1 1201. Three local businesses 
which have the book in stock in- 
clude: Almondine bakery [85 Wa- 
ter St. at Main Street, (718) 797- 
5026]; Half Pint children's boutique 
[55 Washington St. at Water Street, (718) 875- 
4007]; and Halcyon music shop [57 Pearl St. be- 
tween Water and Front streets, (718) 260-9299], 

For more information, e-mail Marisa Farina, 
DNA's treasurer, at Marisa@dumbo-dna.org. 

— Tina Barry 


Full menu of 
Brown Rice Sushi 

'Rated #3 on Citi Search 
Live Entertainment Thursday-Saturday 

Open 7 Days 

I Local Delivery 

Valet Parking Thurs-Sun 
El j £5 |"Z Full Catering Facilities 

japanese restaurant UE3D 

9208 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge • 718-238-2323 


Seniors: 15% Discount 






D*E*L*l*C*l*0*U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a week (718)522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome ££^£2 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil 


Natural Cooking $ 

and Fresh Vegetables 


Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


Reserve early for VALENTINE'S DAY 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days 

7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 
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8602 3rd Avenue 
(718) 921-1900 



latinum 


Cafe St Billiards 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Indoor Facility 


50 NEW TABLES • 16,000 sq. ft. 


Totally secure & safe ■ Video monitored facility • Wired for the Internet 


Platinum Cafe & Billiards 

225 47th St. (bet. 2nd & 3rd Aves.) 
Open noon til 4am 7 days a week 
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The first Japanese Restaurant in 
Brooklyn to offer a full menu of 
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— Migita Sushi — 

130 Montague St. (near Henry St.) in Brooklyn Heights 
Lunch & Dinner Open 7 days 718-858-8077 


> CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Up to 250 1 
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To list your event in Where to GO, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your 



Celebrate with your Sweetheart 
on Valentines Day 
Tuesday, February 14th 

'Enjoy a romantic dinner in our zvarm ambiance, 
uAtfi five piano music and our roaring fireplace 
Call for reservations 


Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 

CaCCfor reservations (718) 852-5015 
Visit our we6site: iinvwMarcoTo(o‘](istorante.com 
“asm • (FreeVaktTarlqnfl 



^CARMVALE GALA 

Live entertainment, buffet dinner - $65 


Friday, Feb. 24 


Call to reserve today! 



Valentine's Concert 

with Shirley Alston Reeves 
Sat., Feb. 7 7, 2006 at 8 PM 

Tickets: $15 - $35 

Harlem Gospel Choir and 
The Harlem Jazz & Blues Band 

Sat., Feb. 18, 2006 at 8 PM 

Tickets: $10 - $25 

Call or Go Online Today I 

( 718 ) 951-4500 

BrooMynCenterOnline.org 

Walt Whitman Theatre , one block from the 
junction of Flatbush & Nostrand Avenues 


Support provided by 
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your lover or bitter friends 





300 k is available at Barnes and Noble [267 S 
ixth Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 
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Take the Brooklyn love quiz 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Why should Cosmo 
have all the fun? It’s time 
for The Papers’ first-annu- 
al Love Quiz to determine 
how much you love this 
great borough of ours: 

1. Do you get more excited 
looking at the real-estate prices 
in the Sunday Times than see- 
ing your spouse naked? 

2. Did you move here with 
your spouse, now find yourself 
still living in the same apartment 
with him/her and your two kids 




— yet would 
think of leaving? 

3. When 
you fantasize 
about your ul- 
timate Brook- 
lyn dreamboat, 
does a picture of 
Marty Markowitz 
holding a zeppole 
pop into your head? 

4 . When you saw the “Sensa- 
tion” show at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum, your only criticism was 
that the elephant-dung painting 
violated the pooper-scooper law. 


5. You once 
made out with the 
bearded lady at 
the Coney Is- 
land Circus 
Sideshow (add 
a point if you got 
to third base). 

6. Organic kale (on sale now 
at the Park Slope Food Coop for 
$1 .59 a pound!) gets you hot 
7. You and your spouse have 
vowed to swim the Gowanus 
Canal (add a point if you vow 
to do so whether they clean it 
up or not). 


8. You stopped taking roman- 
tic walks across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to protest the police de- 
partment’s supposedly anti-ter- 
rorist security measures. 

9. You think the Williams- 
burgh Bank tower is the most- 
romantic building in the bor- 
ough — even when it was 
filled with dentists! 

10 . When you see a picture 
of the Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris, you invariably say, “Not 
bad, but the one in Grand 
Army Plaza is better.” 


Totals: 

Give yourself one point for 
every “yes” answer. 

0 - 3 : You love Brooklyn 
about as much as the Robert 
Moses loved the Dodgers. 

4 - 7 : You sort-of love 
Brooklyn — in the same way 
that a Junior’s Cheesecake 
has a sort-of chance of sur- 
viving a staff meeting at Bor- 
ough Hall. 

8 - 10 : You love Brooklyn as 
much as a Coney Island Polar 
Bear loves a cold January. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 
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CHECKIN' IN WITH ... THE DIVORCE KING 


He may be Brooklyn's pre-eminent divorce 
lawyer, but Saul Edelstein believes in love. 
Married to the same woman for 44 years, 
Edelstein nonetheless helps roughly 200 cou- 
ples every year tear asunder their holy bonds 
— for the low, low price of $450 an hour. 
Where other "matrimonial lawyers" try to hide 
the ugliness of their profession, Edelstein rev- 


Q: Why do people divorce? 

A: For 44 years, I’ve been trying to find 
the answer so that I could be the savior of 
marriage, but I can’t find the solution. 

Q: Are most divorces ugly? 

A: No. I’d say 95 percent are setded without 
trial. The only people who don’t setde are the 
ones who want an unreasonable settlement. 
Q: There's renewed talk of reform- 
ing divorce in New York State to 
allow "no-fault" divorces. 

A: It makes sense because virtually every 
divorce case is a lie. There are only five 
ways for a marriage to be ended in New 
York: adultery, cruelty, a prison sentence, 
a long physical separation or, and this is 
the biggie, constructive abandonment — 
in short, no sex. But no one wants to put 
adultery on the record or testify that the 
husband was having sex with a goat, so 
everyone goes for constructive abandon- 
ment, So you go into court and say, “We 
haven’t had sex in a year.” The judge nods 
and you have your divorce. 

Q: So does that make it less satisfy- 
ing a job for you? 

A: Of course! Before we came up with the 
constructive abandonment lie, we had to 
prove adultery. Those were the good ol’ 
days! We were following husbands and 
wives as they had their affairs, breaking 
down motel doors, taking pictures of them 



with their pants down. 

Now, all we do is 
cross-examine 
accountants. 

Q: You really 
broke down doors? 

A: Right after I got into 
the business, I had a case 
against the best divorce 
lawyer in Brooklyn. The hus- 
band didn’t want a divorce, but the wife 
did. I said, “Bobby, she’s cheating on you.” 
He wouldn’t believe it, so I tailed her. 

Now, her lawyer had taught her how to 
avoid us. She was good — man was she 
good. She would drive the wrong way 
down a one-way street, even. Eventually, I 
hired a helicopter and tracked her to her 
lover’s house. I got the pictures. Then, I 
come into court and the judge says, “Will 
you accept a settlement?” and I just said, 
“Your honor, we are ready for trial!” 

Q: Sounds like fun. 

A: You don’t know the half of it. I once had 
a client whose wife was suing for divorce on 
the grounds that he [sodomized] her [anally]. 
But I noticed in her filing that she was see- 
ing a doctor for hemorrhoids. Now, her doc- 
tor wouldn’t tell me if she had been [sodom- 
ized] unless I could get her to waive the 
patient-doctor confidentiality. But I did some 
research and found that the law allows doc- 


els in it, hanging on his wall a photo of Frank 
Sinatra under a sign reading, "Divorce your 
loved one with dignity," and taking out maga- 
zine ads featuring a hot woman getting out of 
a sports car with the vanity plate, "WAS HIS. " 
He shared memories from his four-decade- 
long reign as the king of the divorce lawyers 
with Gersh Kuntzman. 


)rs to testify if the patient admits 
to being treated. So I got her to 
admit that she was seeing this 
doctor, then approached the 
bench and said, “Your honor, I 
have the doctor here and want 
him to testify that she was not, in 
fact, sodomized.” Within minutes, she 
was begging for a settlement. After that, they 
called me “that ass — lawyer from 
Brooklyn.” But they said it with respect! 

Q: Who has affairs? 

A: If both parents are working, it’s 50-50. 
Women are just as homy as men.But if it’s 
a traditional housewife situation, it’s 
almost always the man having the affair. 
Q: Really? But isn't she so bored 
that she'll have sex with anyone 
who comes along? 

A: But who comes along? She’s a house- 
wife. She’s dealing with diapers and laun- 
dry and cooking all day. She doesn’t meet 
anyone. But a working woman? She’s 
meeting lots of interesting people. And 
now instead of her husband, she’s the one 
going to Vegas for a convention. 

Q: What else has changed? 

A: All the two-wage-eamer families have 
made custody issues more heated. In most 
of those families, the nanny should be the 
one getting custody! Who do you think 
has been raising the kid anyway. I usually 
get a laugh from the judge when I say that. 


LOVE IN BROOKLYN... 


Continued from page 1 

Havens of Love 

Given the size — and growing Manhattan-like anonymity of 
many Brooklyn neighborhoods — the lovelorn may find it diffi- 
cult to find a prospective mate. But thanks to the Internet, Brook- 
lyn is still the best place for love. 

Match.com, for example, offers a plethora of options. A 



Love’s lessons learned 

The thought of being with one person for 50 years can make 
some people ill, but not Shellman Johnson. 

Shellman and Sophie Johnson have been married for 54 years 
and have been making music together even longer. Both solo 
musicians, Johnson attributes their marital success to always 
“having something interesting and new to discuss and review and 

For the Johnsons, that meant music, raising their kids and be- 
ing active in the civil rights movement. 

On Friday, the couple joined more than 200 other happily-mar- 
rieds at Borough President Markowitz’s annual pre- Valentine’s 
Day gathering of people whose marriages have lasted more than 
a half-century. — Cosier 

Make love, not towers 

The love bug is so virulent in Brooklyn that even local ac- 
tivists have caught the fever. 

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn is asking for donations to pre- 
vent the demolition of buildings by Atlantic Yards developer Bmce 
Ratner — but have seized the vocabulary of the season. 

The group’s most recent fund-raising letter asks Brooklynites 
to break the bonds of love between construction companies and 
taxpayer dollars and strengthen the ones between the community 
and its real estate. 

“Show your love for Brooklyn by making a special Valentine’s 
contribution to DDDB’s legal fond,” the pitch said. — Cosier 


HI BCAT Program Guide - What’s on Brooklyn Community Access Television 

Discovering 
Yourself 

by Marianna Hernandez 

J ACOB BlMBLICH HAS ALWAYS LOVED THE SPOTLIGHT. BEING 
ON CAMERA GIVES HIM BUTTERFLIES IN HIS STOMACH. 

Bor fourteen years, working without a staff and shooting 
every scene himself, Bimblich has hosted and produced a cable 
television show dealing with alternative medicine called 
Discovering Yourself on Brooklyn Community Access Television 
(BCAT). 



“I was working with BCAT when it 
wasn’t fully formed yet. I was very 
excited to be on television and that 
they had accepted me. They didn’t 
have a studio at the time so everyone 
was left on their own to make their 
own programs. I created a show from 
my living room,” he says. 

He recalled how he used to prepare for 
his show by interviewing himself, shoot- 
ing the questions and answers from 
different angles. “I would ask myself a 
question and then go change my clothes 
and sit at another chair to answer that 
same question. I learned about dual 
personality that way,” he quips. 

When he was seven years old he’d 
attended a vaudeville show where he 
saw two men on stage: one with a 
faucet coming out of his stomach and 
another filling a bucket from the 
faucet — or at least he thought he did. 
The hypnotist who had convinced 
the two volunteers on stage that the 
faucet and bucket were real had also 
put the young boy under. That day 
Bimblich decided what he would be 
when he grew up — a hypnotist! 

Born and raised in Cuba, Bimblich 
immigrated to New York, alone and 
poor, at the age of 16. He put himself 
through high school and college, 
where he majored in psychology. 
After college, he continued his study 
of hypnosis by attending every work- 
shop and seminar available. His pur- 
suit eventually led him to become a 
certified hypnotherapist. 


Hypnosis is an altered state of 
consciousness that feels like some- 
thing between sleeping and waking 
and has qualities of both states. 
While it still conjures an image of 
men in black capes dangling gold 
watches in the front of the eyes of 
their subjects, hypnosis has become a 
recognized theraupetic tool in treat- 
ment of smoke addiction, weight 
control, phobias, physical pain and 
mental disorders. 

“I just love delving into people’s 
minds and learning about individuals. 
I always try to make both my practice 
and my show interesting and enter- 
taining. I make people think outside 
the box. I get a lot of satisfaction from 
doing it and it gives me a natural 
high,” he says. 

Bimblich was awarded the Member 
of the Year Award in 2003 by the 
National Guild of Hypnotics, of 
which he has been a 17-year member. 
The Brooklynite is also a life member 
of the National Psychiatric Associa- 
tion and a fellow and charter member 
of the Academy of Scientific 
Hypnotherapy. He is currently the 
executive director of the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Hypnosis and 
Holistic Sciences. 

His show discusses alternatives 
means to improve people’s lives and 
features interviews with various 
professionals like nutritionist and 
hypnotist Laura Olsen from Gerritsen 
Beach, and Lawrence Galante, an 


Jacob Bimblich, host of 
Discovering Yourself, a pro- 
gram about alternative 
approaches to healing the 
mind and body, cablecast 
weekly on BCAT. 

acclaimed homeopathist — two guests 
he felt honored to have on his show 
because of the way they were able to 
define the concept of alternative med- 

Laura Olsen, who has known 
Bimblich for over thirty years, 
describes him as a fascinating man. 
‘Tve worked with him and he is just 
an amazing person. He’s very skilled 
in his field and is extremely interest- 
ing,” she says. 

While a guest on the show, Olsen 
discussed the topic of eating healthier 
and explained that many people are 
unaware of the levels of sodium, fat, 
and trans fat in the foods they eat 
because not everyone reads labels. 
The show was able to encourage peo- 
ple make wiser decisions about what 
they eat. 

“I love television. I love being on 
TV, working on a project, filming 
others — it’s what I live for every day,” 

For more information about Jacob 
Bimblich, log on to 
http://www.jacobbimblich.com. 


Discovering Yourself can be 
seen in Brooklyn on BCAT on 
Thursdays at 1:30pm and 
9:30pm on Time Warner 
Cable channel 35, Cablevision 
channel 68, and streaming 
online at www.bcat.tv/bcat. 


woman looking for a Brooklyn man between the ages of 25 and 
45, is just a few keystrokes from 500 potential dates. (Even as- 
suming for no second dates, it would still take more than two 
years to get through the entire crop of available Brooklyn men.) 

For those who prefer a more immediate hands-on approach, 
the growth of WiFi-ready coffee bars has proven to be a boon for 
computer-sawy lovers. 

Both the Cobble Hill and Park Slope branches of Naidre’s of- 
fer free Internet hook-ups, which quickly lead to the more inti- 
mate kind. 

Many customers go to “do work,” said general manager Zac 
Hug, but they’re only a few seconds of procrastination away 
from that hot latte-sipping neighbor at the next table. 

“It is definitely possible to meet your husband here,” said Hug, 
citing himself as the best example. Hug gave a man a free cookie 
once and they have been together since. 

“Four years later we have two cats,” he said. 

Love will even be in the onion-soaked air of participating 
White Castles, thanks to the company’s Valentine’s Day special. 
Reservations are required for a private server to bring you and 
your loved one some sliders. — Cosier 

Cyprus freaks out 

The marriage of Dick Zigun and Pat Mukuro, his Nigerian 
princess fiancee, has been scuttled by Cyprus, which refused to 
grant Mukuro a visa — and now Zigun is out thousands of dol- 

The couple planned to reunite for the nuptials on the quasi-Eu- 
ropean island on Valentine’s Day, but Cypms’s embassy in Nige- 
ria would not grant the necessary paperwork. 

“Not only is the whole thing ridiculous, but I’m going to lose 
thousands of dollars in non-refundable deposits,” said Zigun, 
who runs the famed Coney Island Circus Sideshow. 

The couple wanted to marry in France, but changed plans be- 
cause Paris also wouldn’t extend an invitation to Mukuro, who is 
a bona-fide Urhobo princess. 

“Not that I needed a reason, but I will hate Europeans for years 
because of this,” Zigun said. 

The fallback plan is to meet in England — which has given 
Mukuro the necessary documents — and marry next week in 
Blackpool, which is the United Kingdom’s version of Coney Island. 

But Zigun is still steaming. ‘T am asking all Brooklynites to go 
to the Cyprus embassy and bum it to the ground,” he said. 

Still, while nothing says passion like torching an embassy. The 
Brooklyn Papers does not condone such activity. — Kuntzman 
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Despite boom, prices 
start to drop in DUMBO 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The luxury buildings in 
DUMBO keep going up, but 
for the first time, it looks like 
the prices are coming down, at 
least a little bit. 

At 85 Adams St., developer 
Leviev Boymelgreen has cut 
prices over the last two weeks, 
and has even classified some 
units as “negotiable” — which, 
roughly translated, means it’s 
time to start moving the goods. 

In addition to reducing prices 
at 85 Adams — the 79-unit Bea- 
con Tower — Boymelgreen, 
who has five residential projects 
in DUMBO, dropped prices on 
some units at The Nexus, a 12- 
story luxury building on Front 
Street, further from the F station 
that is DUMBO’s main connec- 
tion to the world beyond. 

Boymelgreen says he remains 
‘bullish” on DUMBO. The price 
drops — from $990,000 this fall 
for a 1,165-square-foot condo at 
the Beacon to a current price of 
$950,000 — reflect nothing more 
than the push-and-pull of negoti- 
ation in a hot market, the devel- 
oper’s spokeswoman, Sara Mirs- 
ki, said. “There is a balance we 
seek to achieve [and] a price re- 
duction is frequently a reflection 
of [that].” 

The slip in prices shows there 
may be growing pains ahead for 
a neighborhood whose namesake 
bridge overpasses — DUMBO 
stands for Down Under the Man- 
hattan Bridge Overpass — had 
once confined luxury-seekers to 
their long-established haunts in 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 

Prices in DUMBO jumped 
15 percent last year, from $620 
per square foot in 2004 to $717 
— the highest in Brooklyn. 


The average apartment now 
goes for $1.25 million, up from 
$987,000 last year — also the 
highest in the borough. 

But DUMBO is in the midst 
of a new building boom that 
will quadruple the number of 
residents, according to The De- 
velopers Group, a real-estate 
marketing firm. At least 10 
buildings, ranging in size from 
16 to 31 stories, are expected to 
open by the end of this year. 

“Unless things slow down on 
the supply side, there is will be 
an illusion of surplus,” said Jerry 
Minsky, a vice president at Cor- 


By Tom Gilbert 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Once an empty stretch of 
shoreline, later a mix of run- 
down warehouses and rotting 
piers, DUMBO has attracted 
its share of visionaries. 

The reason? That most basic 
of real estate principles — loca- 

The neighborhood’s first Wa- 
lentases were Joshua and Com- 
fort Sands, who in 1784 bought 
its 160 rural acres from the gov- 
ernment, which had expelled 
owner John Rapelje and confis- 
cated his property as punishment 
for his support of the British king 
during the Revolution. 

Ain’t democracy grand? 

The Sands brothers and part- 
ner John Jackson correctly fore- 
saw that New York and Brook- 
lyn, connected by a nearby ferry, 
were on the threshold of a great 
economic boom — a boom from 


coran. “Last year, DUMBO was 
Brooklyn’s iPod, but if you have 
too many iPods out there, they 
aren’t going to sell as well.” 

DUMBO’s gentrification be- 
gan in 1997, when the neigh- 
borhood’s pre-eminent property 
owner, Two Trees Manage- 
ment, converted four imposing 
brick factories into waterfront 
condo mini ums. The neighbor- 
hood’s ascent has remained as 
steady as the clock atop One 
Main Street, where Two Trees’ 
pioneering developer David Wa- 
lentas lives. 

But demand had always ex- 


which they intended to profit. 
Naming the area “Olympia” in 
1787, they began laying out 
what they hoped would become 
a leafy residential refuge for 
wealthy Manhattanites. 

In this they were disappoint- 
ed; the merchants and bankers 
built their mansions up the hill 
in Brooklyn Heights while the 
Sands’s lots were soon filled 
with factories making nails, 
chairs, and rope, plus houses, 
churches, and schools. 

Landfill eventually extended 
the shore from Front Street to 
Water Street to the present line, 
about two blocks further north. 

Within a decade, the area, now 
called “Brooklyn Ferry” (or, after 
Robert Fulton introduced his 
steamboat in 1814, “Fulton Fer- 
ry”), was humming. In 1801, 
Jackson sold some land to the 
Navy, which was eventually 
turned into the Brooklyn Navy 


ceeded supply — until now. 

“For the first time in over 10 
years, supply has surpassed de- 
mand,” said Minsky. 

Minsky sold four condos in 
January. One buyer haggled with 
the condo’s developer until he 
agreed to take $75,000 — one 
percent — off the asking price. 

Even Two Trees developer Jed 
Walentas admits that there may 
be a period of slight adjustment. 

“As lots of new units come 
on line, there will be some ab- 
sorption issues,” he said. “But as 
the far as DUMBO’s long-term 
prospects, I am not worried.” 


DUMBO 

Yard. Political refugees from Ire- 
land settled on an adjacent sec- 
tion of Jackson's land, naming it 
after the key battle of the 1798 
Irish Rebellion, Vinegar Hill. 
The area would remain one of 
the city’s most heavily Irish 
neighborhoods for three-quarters 
of a century. 

By the 1830s, a new ferry 
ran between the foot of Main 
Street and Catherine Street in 
Manhattan. From then until the 
1880s, practically everything 
that moved between New York 
and Brooklyn came through 
DUMBO. Dating to this period 
are the area s characteristic 
brick warehouses, including the 
Tobacco Inspection warehouse 
and the Empire Stores. 

The twin forces of trans- 
portation and proximity to 
Manhattan that had created the 
neighborhood began to destroy 
it, beginning with the laying of 
the first stones of the Brooklyn 
Bridge in 1869. The opening of 
the bridge in 1883, followed by 
the Manhattan Bridge in 1909, 
made the neighborhood unfit 
for most non-industrial uses. 
The closing of the Fulton Ferry 
in 1924 and the Depression 
ushered in a period of commer- 
cial decline as well. 

In the late 1930s, the WPA 
Guide to New York City called 
the area an “isolated sector of 
musty, dilapidated buildings 
nestling in the shadows of the 
Brooklyn Bridge ... with flop- 
houses, small shops, rancid 
restaurants, haunted by vaga- 
bonds and derelicts.” 

The construction of the BQE 
in the 1940s and 1950s erased 
even these vestiges of urban 
life, leaving the area’s cobble- 
stone streets and old warehous- 
es waiting to be reclaimed and 
marketed once again for their 
charm, convenience and prox- 
imity to Manhattan. 


BOOM 

Continued from page 1 
whooping with delight at the 
skyrocketing prices. High real- 
estate values mean big commis- 
sions for brokers, but potential- 
ly less diversity throughout the 
borough, Borough President 
Markowitz pointed out. 

“Yes, it is nice to see that 
prices are going up, because it 
means that people want to 
move to Brooklyn, but we 
have to work harder to ensure 
that Brooklyn remains an eth- 
nic and income-diverse city,” 

Markowitz said the Real Es- 
tate Board report justified his 
support for both the Atlantic 
Yards project and last year’s re- 
zoning of the Williamsburg/- 
Greenpoint waterfront for resi- 
dential development. 

Both plans set aside a signif- 
icant amount of “affordable” 
housing. 

“If there’s no balance be- 
tween affordability and afflu- 
ence, then Brooklyn becomes 
only for the very wealthy and 
the very poor,” he said. 

“But ethnic and economic 
diversity makes Brooklyn 
Brooklyn.” 

Of course, some neighbor- 
hoods have already moved on 
the inexorable path to Manhat- 
tanification, experts said. 

“What happened to Park 
Slope and Brooklyn Heights is 
happening across a much-wider 
area now,” said Steven Som- 
mers, a broker with his own 
practice in Park Slope. 

“Neighborhoods get ossified 
once only a thin strata of socie- 
ty can afford to move in.” 

But Spinola believes Brook- 
lyn’s essential spirit has not 
been lost. 

“First-time homeowners will 
have to do what first-time 
homebuyers have always done: 
move into areas of Brooklyn 
that they can afford,” he said. 

“And, tike all first-time 
homebuyers, they’ll have to 
stretch their finances. Everyone 
struggles to buy his first house. 
But the good news is that this 
report shows that the struggle 
will be worth it; your home is 
going to retain its value and be 
a good investment for you to- 
morrow.” 

But, he added, if you wait 
until tomorrow to buy, “you’d 
be making a mistake.” 



A brief history of 
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Ratner’s adviser 
will advise MTA 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The biggest city in the country is really just a small 
town — for the developer of the Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect, that is. 

One of the eight brokers hired last week by the Metropoli- 
tan Transportation Authority to assess properties is none other 
than Mary Ann Tighe, a longtime adviser to Forest City Rat- 

Currently, Tighe finds commercial tenants at the tower that 
FCR is building for the New York Times, as well as at 
Metrotech in Downtown Brooklyn, another FCR site. 

And her spokesman said Tighe has no plans to leave the 
FCR payroll. 

The MTA is reviewing how it will sell or lease space and 
air rights at 14,000 of its properties. Tighe joins the team after 
the transit agency sold the air rights to the Atlantic Yards to 
her client Bmce Ratner for $ 100 million — far less than the 
agency’s own appraisers said it was worth. 

A decade ago, she was commissioned by the New York 
Times to find a developer for their new building — and she 
brought in Ratner. 

She did not work with Ratner — or the MTA — on the At- 
lantic Yards deal. — Cohen 



This paddleboat docked at Pier 6 moved there from 
Red Hook to make way for a new Ikea. 


Mystery of casino 
paddleboat is 
finally solved 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The mystery of a riverboat casino queen parked at 
Pier 6 at the foot of Atlantic Avenue has been solved: 
It sailed from Red Hook. 

The riverboat — known as Casino St. Charles in a former 
life — floated into Brooklyn Heights after the construction 
of an Ikea furniture store displaced it from a Beard Street 

The yellow-and-red trimmed barge has been tied to Pier 6 
since the end of January, parked there by Circle Line, which 
bought her from Riverboat Station Casino in St. Charles, Mis- 
souri, in 2000. 

It took six months for the paddleboat-style vessel to voy- 
age from the Big Muddy to the Big Apple, but in the three 
years since, she hadn’t moved off the Brooklyn piers. 

Circle Line says it will — eventually. 

“When the time is right, we’re going to turn her into a 
catering hall,” said Circle Line President Robert Maher, 
adding that Brooklyn was not the boat’s final port of call. 

Back in Missouri, the St. Charles sat on a riverfront es- 
planade in a historic district of parkland, cafes and water-taxis 
— not much different from what is now proposed for the 
Brooklyn piers (except for the gambling). 

The boat’s slot machines and gaming tables have been 
stripped out. 

But even with the taint of gambling gone, the St. Charles 
has been bothering many Brooklyn Heights residents — es- 
pecially those who can read its cheery “Casino of the World” 
emblem from their bay windows. 

“Are we Vegas now?” asked Brooklyn Heights resident 
Barbara Charton. New York mles require gambling boats to 
operate at least three miles offshore, in international waters. 

The boat is expected to ship out by May 1, when construc- 
tion on the Brooklyn Bridge Park waterfront development is 
scheduled to begin. — Cohen 


Thompson: Clones 
stiffing city, again 

The Brooklyn Papers 

City to Cyclones: Yer outta here! 

For the third straight year, the Brooklyn Cyclones have 
stiffed the city out of required rent money. 

This time, the debt is a mere $16,602, according to the just- 
released audit by City Comptroller Bill Thompson. 

Only $463 of the current bill relates to new charges. The re- 
maining debt has been piling up since the 2003 season, when 
the team paid less in rent than the city believes it should have. 

The report covers earnings and payments between Jan. 
2003 and Oct. 31, 2004, the most-recent period that has been 
audited. 

The Comptroller’s office slammed the Cyclones for under- 
reporting attendance — a problem that the team had said it 
remedied. 

But the larger issue in the audit centered on revenue that 
the team makes from renting out Keyspan Park for special 
events. 

A 2003 Bjork concert, for example, reaped a $30,000 
windfall, $9,000 of which was supposed to fill city coffers. 

The Cyclones moved to Keyspan in 2001 under a 20-year 
lease with the city. Even though the team won the champi- 
onship that first year, its bill was not fully paid, ending the 
year owing $49,300 to the city. That debt was eventually paid. 
The Cyclones didn’t return calls from The Brooklyn Papers 
about the latest audit. 

But the team did tell The Papers about an upcoming lec- 
ture, “People of Conscience: The Legacy of Jackie and Pee 
Wee,” which will take place on Saturday, February 18 at 2:00 
pm at Keyspan Park. The event, led by Long Island Universi- 
ty history professor Joeseph Dorinson, is free, so don’t expect 
it to raise any money for the city. — Ariella Cohen 


On the market 


The Brooklyn Papers 

What’s in a name? Everything, if you 
want to sell multi-million-dollar apart- 
ments that sit on deserted Furman Street 
next to the traffic-choked Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway. 

So it should come as no surprise that the 
owner of a utilitarian, former Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society edifice at 360 Furman St. is 
now calling it “One Brooklyn Bridge Park.” 

“That’s the marketing name, but its address 
will always be 360 Furman St.,” explained 
Kathleen McMorrow, a spokeswoman for the 
developers, RAL Companies & Associates. 

RAL bought the 1920s-era building from the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses intending to convert it for 
residential use. Facing an uncertain fate in the 
city’s land-review process, the company lob- 
bied to have the building included in the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park development, arguing 
that maintenance fees from its 448 units could 
help maintain the project’s green space. 

But the deal has been widely criticized by 
opponents of the 85-acre waterfront develop- 
ment, who claim the Brooklyn Bridge Park is 
being built merely to provide a front lawn for 
its luxury buildings. In all, more than 1,200 
units of housing are planned for the “park.” 


“I am mortified that 360 Furman is using the 
name ‘Brooklyn Bridge Park’ to sell apart- 
ments,” said Roy Sloane, who, as a member of 
the Cobble Hill Association, came up with the 
name Brooklyn Bridge Park after a prior incar- 
nation, Harbor Park, failed to win public ap- 
proval. 

“Everyone loves the name, Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” Sloane continued. “It’s a shame that the 
state is basically giving it to [developer] Robert 
Levine for nothing — and throwing in $150 
million [in public construction money] to land- 
scape his front yard.” 

Studio apartments at 360 Furman St. will 
start at $550,000 and sales are expected to be- 
gin this summer. 

Meanwhile, days after the “One Brooklyn 
Bridge Park” sign went up on the side of 360 
Furman St., the Public Authorities Control 
Board formally approved the transfer of Piers 
1, 2, 3 and 5 from the Port Authority to the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corpora- 

Empire State Development Corporation 
Chairman Charles Gargano called the pro-for- 
ma approval an “important step in building the 
first major new park in Brooklyn in more than 
135 years.” — Gersh Kuntzman 



The building at 360 Furman Street is ready for condoization. 


Fulton Mall eyed for makeover 


The Brooklyn Papers 

How do you change a place while keep- 
ing it the same? 

City planners have set their sights on Fulton 
Mall in hopes of capitalizing on the rapid gen- 
trification of the area, while trying to keep ex- 
isting customers satisfied. 

One hundred thousand shoppers pass 
through the mall — which runs from Boerum 
Place to Flatbush Avenue — each day. 

Yet nearby residents rarely shop there, citing 
its uninteresting mix of discount clothiers, elec- 
tronic emporiums, and a rising number of chain 

“People who shop there are very satisfied, 
but you get a completely opposite sentiment 
from people who don’t,” said Vicki Weiner of 
Pratt Center for Community Development, 
which released a survey of mall customers on 
Thursday. 

High foot-traffic in the garishly neon-lit 
pedestrian mall allows for high rents — which 
are comparable to posh Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope and Montague Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, according to the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce. 

But planners believe the mail’s future calls 
for transforming it into a buzzing, 24-hour des- 
tination — thanks to a Soho-like residential 
conversion of dozens of vacant offices above 
existing retail spaces. 

“There was never [such a] market for resi- 
dential before,” said A1 Laboz, chairman of the 
Fulton Street Mall Special Assessment District. 

Laboz owns of a seven-story landmark 
building that houses Conway, but knows that 
other owners are sitting on vacant offices that 
need a lot of work. 

“Some of the spaces are truly beautiful,” 
Laboz said. “But many have been boarded up 
for 40 or 50 years. Some of the vacant offices 
have no infrastructure at all.” 



The Pratt study tried to find the balance be- 
tween promoting residential growth and pre- 
serving current retail trends at the mall. 

“It’s really a thriving local economy,” said 
Michael Burke, director of the Downtown 
Brooklyn Council. “I think everyone wants to 
keep the current, hip-hop, urban market, but we 
want to bring in new markets, too.” 

Fulton Street has a long and glorious history. 
Once a way station along the Underground 
Railroad for escaped slaves, it later became 
known for stately brick buildings and upscale 
department stores. 

Now, it’s known for cellphone stores. 

— Ariella Cohen 


| ‘Easy’ green 

[ The Brooklyn Papers 

One of Brooklyn’s greenest thumbs 
1 headed down to New Orleans last week 
1 to plant some new life at the city’s 
; Katrina-devastated botanic garden. 

Patrick Cullina, vice president for hor- 
1 ticulture and facilities at the Brooklyn 
i Botanic Garden, spent two days helping 
i his Cajun counterparts dig out from last 
! year’s hurricane. 

“They lost structures, equipment, and 
! all kinds of plant life,” Cullina said. 
| “They had a double row of fragrant olives 
| that was magnificent. But half of those 
] plants may not survive.” 

Although he got his hands dirty, Culli- 
i na said his role was mainly to advise gar- 
! deners there. 

! “They know what they want to do,” he 
! said. “They just need help getting there.” 

! — Kuntzman 



Get Moonstruck house in B’Hts. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Attention Valentine’s Day shoppers: Nothing 
says “I love you” like plunking down $5 mil- 
lion to own the townhouse made famous in the 
ultimate Brooklyn love story, “Moonstruck.” 
The elegant four-story, 177-year-old Federal style 
home, at the comer of Cranberry and Willow streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, went on sale last week, and re- 


mains on the market. 

The house’s exterior was prominent in the 1987 
Oscar-winning film, which starred Cher as Brook- 
lynite Loretta Castorini. The actress even kicked a can 
in front of the house, which has been owned by Ed 
and Francesca Rullman since 1959. 

Not to kill the romance, but the interior scenes were 
actually filmed in cold, heartless Toronto. 

— Kuntzman 


'Army’ lets Ikea dock 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Army isn’t the Navy, but it 
sure sunk the latest effort by 
preservationists to block Ikea’s 
plans for a waterfront mega-store 
in Red Hook. 

The Army Corps of Engineers deter- 
mined that it does not want to take back 
an Ikea-owned dock at the end of 
Beard Street on which the Swedish fur- 
niture giant wants to build a parking lot. 

Preservationists had hoped the 
Army Corps, a federal agency that re- 
pairs maritime infrastructure, would 
restore the concrete-and-iron dock to 
be used to repair ships. They argue 
that Ikea could build an adjacent park- 
ing lot for its first Brooklyn store with- 


out destroying the still-functioning 
dock, which the company bought from 
Todd Shipyard in 2005. 

“The Corps said that it was not in 
their jurisdiction to protect historic 
maritime resources that have served 
New York harbor for generations, or 
good jobs on Brooklyn’s working wa- 
terfront,” Brian Connolly of the Mu- 
nicipal Art Society said in a statement 
last week. “We believe that it is their 
responsibility to do so. The Corps is 
headed in the wrong direction here, 
and this issue is not closed,” 

The Army Corps is now expected 
next week to approve one of the final 
permits Ikea needs before construction 
can begin, according Corps spokesman 
Richard Tomer. — Cohen 


Sunset Park HS canned 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

The third time was not the 
charm for Sunset Park residents. 

Plans for a long-promised high 
school have again been put on the 
shelf — dashing hope that one of the 
city’s two high-school-less neighbor- 
hoods might finally get one. 

Residents — including students 
who have to travel long distances just 
to get to school — reacted harshly at a 
rally last week at MS 136. 

“I wake up at 4:30,” said Kimberly 
Delacruz, who makes a two-hour 
commute to Sheepshead Bay High 
School every day. 

“I get four hours of sleep a night,” 

The proposed Sunset Park High 
School has been on the verge of being 
built twice since the 1970s. But this 
time, residents were more optimistic 
because of a successful school-fund- 
ing lawsuit last year. A court ordered 
the State of New York to pump $12 
billion into long-stalled school con- 
struction projects, but the Pataki Ad- 
ministration has not yet complied. 

More than a quarter of Sunset Park’s 


population is under 18 — meaning that 
more than 30,000 kids have no high 
school within walking distance. 

Yet “nearby” high schools are at 

Telecommunications High School 
in Bay Ridge is operating at 130 per- 
cent capacity, and Fort Hamilton High 
School is at 180 percent. 

At this week’s rally, tempers flared 
as residents and elected officials de- 
manded the state approve the city’s 23 
interrupted school construction proj- 

“If you or I didn’t comply with a 
court order, you know where we’d 
be?” asked Councilman Robert Jack- 
son (D-Manhattan). 

“We’d be in jail.” 

Pataki spokesman Michael Man- 
said: “The governor has made clear 
that that money needs to be held in re- 
in the past, the Pataki administra- 
tion said it has appealed the court or- 
der because it favors a legislative, 
rather than a judicial, solution to the 
problem of school funding. 

— Emanuel Jalonschi 





January 28, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • To Advertise Call (718) 834-9350 


AWP 17 



AGENTS 


“Let us open the door to your new home” 

n BROOKLYN 

LnrnErstnne 

REALTY 

93 Pineapple Walk, Brooklyn Heights, NY 


APARTMENTS 



For Rent / Brooklyn 1 

1 For Rent / Brooklyn 

Ave. N/O, East 9th St. 

New 1 Br, separate entrance, 
backyard. Gas & heat incl. Near 
shopping & transportation. No 

Call (718) 627-0989 ^ 

Dyker Heights 

immediately. Credit check required. 
$850 + sec. dep. Call owner. 

(917)282-3279 A09 

Bay Ridge 

1 bedroom, new kitchen, bath, 
near all major shopping, 
transportation. Battery Ave. loc. 
$1200 mo. NO BROKERS FEE. 

Call (718)767-3180 wo5 

Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Office Space for Rent 

7820 3rd Ave. From $600-$1200, 
including conference room, recep- 
tion area & storage. Only for lawyer, 
accountant or LIC Broker. MUST SEE. 
By appt. Call (718) 216-2609. 


STORE FRONT FOR RENT 
BUSY FT. HAM. LOC. 
$1400. NO BROKERS FEE 
Call 800-326-5634 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


STORE FOR RENT 

Park Slope Area - 4th Ave. Busy 
corner spot. 642 sqft. Near "F" and 
"R" trains. Great for any type of busi- 
ness. $3200. Call Hot Homes @ (718) 
788-5435 


Full Classifieds 
Now Online at 

lT«>oklyn 
^ - apers com 


CO-OPS /CONDOS 


Affordable Luxury 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



15 Luxury Condominiums Tastefully Finished 

appliances, marble baths, hardwood flooring, terraces, video 
Tax Abated- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom units starting in the low $500's 


OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday from 1-4 

or call for a private viewing 



(718) 645-1665 

www.ParkvillePromenade.com 

W29-06 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


BAY RIDGE 

Exclusive. Once in a lifetime opportunity to live in 
the most prestigious condo building on Shore 

and waterfront. 2 year old building w/top of the 
line amenities. Large 2 BR, 2 bath w/large terrace 

Madison Estates • (718) 645-1665 

W51 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope South 
NEW CONDOS 
Own-A-Home Realty 

718 - 370-8800 

www.2U23condo.com 


HOUSES 


1 For Sale / Brooklyn Ij 

1 For Sale / New Jersey 1 

4 BR, 2 Bath Home 

Marlboro, NJ 

Only $46,500 
Foreclosure! Must Sell! 

3300 sq. ft. 6 BR, 3.5 bath, In-law 
Suite, BB Heat, Hardwood Floors. 
Asking 689K. 

For listings: 

1 (800) 366-0142 ext. R823 

(732)972-3625 

On the Promenade 

Exceptional 131 -year-old man- 
sion. 1 1 K sq.ft., 10 dec. fire- 
places, Landmark Harbor & 
Manhattan views. $10.9 mil. 

Cobble Heights Realty 
(718) 596-3333 
cobbleheights.com ER13 

II Mortgages 

SEBY INC. MORTGAGES 
fam Call (7^^) & 37i e -592'l° anS 

email: oral@SEBYINC.com 

Registered Mortgage Broker - NYS Banking Dept. 
Loans Arranged through Third Party Provider 



EMPLOYMENT 


nEW PLACE, nEW FACE. 


ch, the \ 


5r of Swi: 


is enhancing our popular retail store network. We are seeking 
energetic individuals with superb customer service expertise 
and fresh ideas to promote our impressive product iine. If 
you have the rare combination of energy, enthusiasm, and 
skills... come be an essential factor to our continued success, 
contact us today! 

Positions available include: 

REGIONAL RETAIL MANAGER 

Will oversee 1 2 stores, including 
New York Flagship store. 

Requires a minimum S years multi-store management 
experience in high-volume 
accessories or similar product line. 

FLAGSHIP STORE MANAGERS 

Requires high-volume or big box 
retailer experience. 

package for FT, including Medical, Dental, 40 IK, Life 
Insurance, vacation and holiday pay. Enjoy a generous 
employee discount, with opportunities for professional 
growth and development. Please send resume to Fax: 
407-737-165 1 or E-mail: recruit@swatchgroup.com 

swcitch' n 

www.swatch.com 


Now Hiring! 
Line Cooks 


Neighborhood Grill & Bar 
•ience not necessary, but a 
ibee’s team members enjoy coi 


Office Assistant 

Contracting Company. Duties include 
handling telephone calls, computer 
skills, MS Word, Excel, QuickBooks. 
Responsible for all facets of office 
operations. Fax Resume to: 


NYS LIC Hair Dresser 
Asst for Bklyn Hts Salon 

Requirements: Color application 

work week (SAT A MUST), good ener- 
gy level, will train right individual. 

Call (718) 797-3062 


Become a 
Dental Assistant 

Class begins early March 
in Brooklyn. 

1-888-595-3282 ext 21 


GET PAID TO WAVE! 

Audition to be our famous Ms./Mr. 
Liberty Customized Character. 
Male/Female, energy and enthusi- 
asm a must! No experience neces- 
sary. $8/hr. Call 718-624-0202. 


Financial Planners 

MetLife, a worldwide leader in the 
rapidly growing field of financial serv- 
ices has an outstanding career oppor- 
tunity in the Bay Ridge area. We have 


need the attention of a financial serv- 
ices representative. Paid training. 
Please call (718) 567-3104 and ask 
for Michael Perinelli. Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company, 200 Park 
Avenue, New York, NY 10166. EOE. 


Real Estate Sales 

New Year! New Company! Kick your 
RE Career into high gear! Training, 
Support, rentals, Sales, Techno- 
logy, & Marketing. We’re so busy. 
Need dedicated, professional 
agents. Hiring for Bay Ride and Park 
Slope. Call Danielle at (917) 673- 




Fax: 718-789-3536 


Wig Stylist 

First Class Mannequin Manufac- 
turer needs a person to train in the 
sticking & styling of wigs & person 
to assist wig stylist. Please call Pat 
@ 718-499-5650 or email resume 


Licensed Hair Dresser 

For busy Park Slope kids hair salon. 
Great salary. Experience with kids, 
great interpersonal skills, energy 
and patience a must. Classes avail- 

ab (718) 369-4700 A06 



Help Wanted PT 


Personal Assistant 

Part time, flexible hours. 4-6 week 
temporary job to help local couple 
pack, sort, set up TV and computer, 


The new state of the art, R at the Slope 
facility is now serving the needs of your 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

The same spirit that has made RE/MAX 
the industry leader we are today. 

brokerage management system with | 
a powerful brand, extensive support 
services including the strongest 


1 “RE/MAX at the Slope” a 


Nobody in the world sells more real estate than 



itered by the Civil Court, Kings County, on 
le 1st day of February, 2006, bearing the 
dex Number N500071/06, a copy of which 
iay be examined at the Office of the Clerk, 

11 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New 



le Civil Court, Kings County on 
jf February, 2006, bearing the 
er N500088/2006, a copy of 

1 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 


at the Office of the Clerk, 
COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 
reet, Brooklyn, New York 


^ACCOUNTANTS 
r & TAX SERVICES 

MKi lo advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Auto Services Instruction 


Sell Your Car On eBay!!! 

Via World of Wheelz Network. We do 


Call (718) 510-3692 


Bed & Breakfast 


ng Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn , 
New York. A home away from home. 

6«,*/Uio.,ie (718) 434-7628 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


Global Network 
Solutions 

www.gnetsol.net 917-204-9011 
MCSE/CNE/CCNA/CCSE CERTIFIED 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

computer. Also installs network. Our 15 


718-998-DATA 

email: info@drdata.com 


catch 

coldp 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 
*original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 

All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


THANKAS 


Nepal. Individually h 
cotton scroll and car 


nd painted on 
ras, usingpre- 


m @ (646) 202-3989 & (718) 
116. 

ram_niloo@hotmail.com AU 


Child Craft Furniture. Solid oak, 3 


Two full rooms of furniture. Living 
room and dining room high-end 
purchased at ABC Carpet . Leather 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

“ LOOKING TO BUY 


ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Boarding Dogs 
in My Home 

Not confined to cages. Large yard. 
Reasonable Prices. Love them as my own. 

Call (718) 373-3963 
10am-7pm A13 




Hnnain Turn Ear! 








ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 




FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody 
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation 
• Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary - Newsletters - AND MORE! 

FOCUS: FOUR OUR CHILDREN AND US 


Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 4336633 Suffolk (631) 854-0857 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 


Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1 - 800 - 479-6330 


111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND fENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESfAfE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 
i "We fight hard for you!" 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 


New York, NY 10279 


REAL ESTATE 
ATTORNEY 


Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 




Over 1 0 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

(718] 230-1234 

2G1 4th Ave. in Park Slope 


LANDLORD-TENANT Matters 

• Closings • Bankruptcy 
• Low-interest mortgages 
• Free consultation 

David E. Brookstone 

Attorney at Law 

718-643-0006 

32 Court Street, #1107 
www.davidbrookstoneatty.com 

Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Free initial consultations 


Accidents 


• Auto/Bus/Train 


• Trips 


I Fails 


• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 

\# 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


L 


718-858-2525 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq 


Bankruptcy 
'protection gives 
you easy, quick and 

If you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

(718) COURT-ST 

- — (718)268-7878 

Richard A. Klass. Esq . 
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IMPROVEMENT 


HANDYMAN 
9 AT YOUR SERVICE 


10% 

OFF 



New Constructions 
& Refurbished Baths 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

High Quality & Professional Work 
5% discount on our already low prices 

(718) 633-1859 A15 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wail over your old. 


m— 


Unique Chimney & 
Fireplace Repairs 

finish, size, style, design or color. Resid. & 
comm. HIC#1 192041. Insured. 

(347) 218-2796 

(718) 774-3331 • (917) 287-2832 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


cleaningworks! 

experienced, reliable cleaning person 

like to clean your home and/or take 
on organization projects. 


M^furpliy'e Jflaibsll 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718 - 573-4165 


Picadely 

Construction Corp. 


(917) 714-7755 - Jimmy 


A.K. Azad Cons. Co. 

Waterproffing • Roofing • Brick 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 

All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 
of interior renovations 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICI099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


Contractor 

Carpentry is our Specialty. F 


(718)236-1203 Office 
(347) 524-5645 Cell Phone 

Call 10am-9pm Lcl , 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


* 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 


718 - 276-8558 


& 


BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 


H.I.L. LIC# 1200326 

Sergey (646) 591-6056 
i (718) 669-0! 


DECKS 

by Bart #§£ 


m-. 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


fw.decksbybart 


it. Enginr. 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


P fll P ELECTRICAL 
LVL CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
COMMERCIAL 
8. RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 B2M , 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718 - 522-3893 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 

"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company 
You Can Depend On 

Licensed & Insured 

$ 1 0 Off Any Service 
With This Ad „ 


Floor Maintenance 


E 8c S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 


SUPREME FLOORING 

Installation • Refinishing • Sanding 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed 

Free estimates. Call toll free. Ask for Sam. 

1 (877) 499-2500 a o 


FLOORS L&L WHITE FLOOR 

Refinishing Service 
Sanding, Wood Repair, $1 .25/SF 
35 Years Exp. 

(718) 485-9865 
(718)415-3536 A13 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded 
required, installed & refinished 

Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 

718-720-2555 


Mr. Hardwood Flooring 

Installation • Scraping • Sanding 
Staining • Repairs 
24hr Service • Free Estimates 
Speaking English, Polish, & Russian 
References available upon request 

Call Mike (917) 881-17Z8 

For Russian (347) 432-8548 


- Ace floors - 


(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES A 12 


BILL'S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 


718-238-9064 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Brownstone Brooklyn Only 


Home Improvement 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Sheetrock, Taping, Int/Ext Painting 

more. No Job too small. Clean work. 
Lie & Insured #11H7276. 

718-998-1110 


“DECORATOR FOR A DAY" 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


~am»i 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

and lfelfaWe m0Vin9 ’ ExpenenCed 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

71 8-763-1 435 _ 


^ove^ 


TOP HAT MOVERS 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


( 718 ) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 




Lcuntaln mtvers 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718 - 544-1973 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


Complete Apt. & Ht 


718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718 - 834-0470 


s urjsm/yjE 
PAINTING 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 

Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


Cprofessiona C 
.L dinting 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Painting 
$100 per room 


From $100. Reliable <& Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9Z1Z932 


Fully Insur 


L Finishing Touch 

’ PAINTING 


Call (718) 332-7041 


: P 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces ■ Paperhangint 
FREE ESTIMATES / FULLY INSURED 

www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 

W35/38/42/29-24 


All About 

Plumbing & Heating 

Great & Reliable Work 


Call Boris 
(718) 332-2379 
or (917) 609-1431 


Quality 

Plastering/Painting 

For all your plastering 
8c painting needs. 
Interior/Exterior. Free Estimates 

Call Conrad 

(917) 723-1052 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

Custom Design & Restorations 


Largest Lighting Showroom in the NYC Area 


If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it... if it is 



• Expert restorations 
and repairs of lamps, 
lighting fixtures 
and chandeliers 

• Hundreds of bulbs 
in stock 


Bring it 
to us! 

Well make it look 
just like new. 


LAMPSHADES! 


1^, 


1073 - 39th St. ^g) 436-2207 

(cor. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

b) Family Owned and Operated for over 30 years 


Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
* El Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


(718) 382-4449 as, 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718 - 646-4540 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 




Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1 - 718 - 238-9433 


of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installec 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


Rubbish Removal 


Wr 


10, & 15 yard container: 
Serving the Community 
nber Brooklyn Chamber of Commer 
rompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
_ic: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 



FREE Estimates 

917-533-8306 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Brownstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493*2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 




ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
= MOSTWRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CALL US 




NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 
NO CHARGE For Crating 

• NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

orners. Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week, 
isured / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


"Every MOVE is a Me 


L.J. Low Cost Piping & Heating 

Bath Tubs • Water Heaters • Toilets 
Kitchen Sinks • Boilers • Heating Problems 

SAVE WATER! SAVE MONEY! 


COUt&on 






Mr. lames (718) 953-8787 / (917) 601-0014 AE9/ 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



Fax # (718) 987-3935 




Tiling II Upholstery 


• Livingroom Furniture 

■ Kitchen and dining chr 

• New foam cushions 

• Window Treatments 

Free Estimates 



4J, Custom & 
# | V Commercial 


Tiles for Sale 

Wie have a full line of porcelain 
ceramic, marble, granite, etc. 
for sale at competitive prices! 

(718) 771-0258 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


4j| Sunshine 

j Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured 

718-627-1014/ 516-546-5447 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718 - 263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


/w:// 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fme architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 

erate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
/^arkrflope Stripping 7Sam 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 





















































